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The Great Council of the Nation? 


The Lords and Commons 
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By à true Lorver of bis Country. 


Anno 1673. 


Phedrus Lib, 1. Fab. V. 
Nunquam oft fidelis cum potente ſocietar, 
Teſtatur hoc fabella Propeßtum men. 


Acca & Capella et patiens Ovis in jurice, 
Socij fuere cum Leone in ſaltibus. 
Hi cum cepiſſent Cerrum vaſti corporis ; 
Siceſt Locutus, partibus factis, Leo: 
Ego primam tollo nominor quia Leo: 
Steundam, quia ſum fortis tribuetis mihi. 
Tum quia plus yalee, me ſequetur teria, 


— adficietur, ſi quis quartum tetigerit, 
ic totam prœdam Sola Improbitas abſtulit. 


Anglice, 


Ngland ! this fable plainly Shew's , 
A ftrong Allie no Partner know's 


* He BULL the GOAT and Patient SHEEP one day, 
Leagu d with the LYON , ſought 4 Common prey; 
A Prey they took, an high and mighty Hart 

Of which each thought to have his equal part: 

Soft , quoth rhe Lyon, 1 the firſt ſhare claim, 

'Canſe LYON King oth» Forreſt is my name; 

The ſecond you ſacl! give me at my duc, 

Cauſe I am valiant , able to ſubdus: 

T he third, 1 take by force, and for the reſt, 

Touch it, who dar, jicldit all, jeu had beſt. 
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take a careful view of Europe, we ſhall find that ſome years 

laſt paſt have preſented us with as many things worthy of 

admiration as any former age bath afforded to our ſorefa- 
thers. The Rcyolutioff of Portagal, and the wonderful ſecrecy 
with which it was carried on, is not to be matched in any Ape. 
The Tragy- Comedy of Afaſſare/ls looks more like a Poetica! 
fiction then a real truth. The Depoſing of Kings, and (which is 
much more ſtrange) thcir- Veluntary refignation (of which the 
Annals of Anticnt times furniſh us, but with very few examples) 
are become the common Theame of our Journals, and if from 
the i«ſt of Europe we turn our eycs toward this Iſland, our ſurpriſal 
will increaſe and we ſhail find that this little Brittiſn world is a tmall 
Enchiridion,or Epiteme of all the ſtupendious events that ever hapned 
in the great one. We have all ſ:en of kad a ſhare in thoſe paſſages 
which Poſteriry will hardly give more credit to, then we do to what 
is ſaid of King Arthur, Round Table. And tis not improbable that 
ſome hundred years hence the Hiſtory of our late revolutions will be 
ranked among the fabulous Romances of Gi/das and ſuch other wri- 
ters. 

But it may be among all our unexpected changes, Revolutions, and 
Counſclls, there is ſcarce any more juſtly to be wondred ar, then the 
preſent Aliance with France, and the warr we have undertaken, and do 
Mill perſiſt ro proſecute againſt Holland, in ſodangerous an aſſociation 
with the French, It was undoubredly above the reach of an ordinary 
underſtanding to imagine or ſuſpect (in the leaſt)that a Proteſlant King- 
dome, without being compelled to it by ſome urgent and unzyoydable 
nece ſſity, ſhould ever fight with ſo much fierceneſs for the deſttuction 
of the Proteſtant inteteſt: or that Eng'iſh Councellors ſhould ad- 
viſe his Maieſty to run the fortune of a Frerch King without a ratio- 
nal proſpeſt of advantage to bimſelf Would any man that judgeth of 

B things 


T3 is an Age of wonders : And if with a conſidering eye we 
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things according to the ordinary rules of prudenee, have thought that in 
order tothe making good our Title to the Kingdom of France, we ſhould 
able their prefcnt King to invade all Chriſtendome and to extend his 
Empire without bounds, or that to ſecure to our ſelva the ſoveraignty 
of the Seas, we ſhould with ſo much induſtry endeavour to force all the 
Datel Ships , with all their Naval power into the French Armes, and 
rejoyce at their victories, as if by conquering the land they did nor 
maſter at the ſame time their Havens, their Rivers, and their Fleets ? 
We have been often told of brisk meſſages ſent formerly to the Frexch 
Kings, as ſoon as they did but lay the Carckaſe of, ſome pittiful Ship up- 
on the ſtocks, But we did never ſo much as drgam that Vice Admiralls, 
and other conſiderable ſea Officers ſhould be ſent to the French Court 
to encourage and promote the ſetting out of their Fleeets : That pitty- 
ing their want of experience in Sta affaires, we would out of a compaſſi. 
onate and brotherly love lead their raw Sea-men by the band, train 
them up in our Fleets, and amongſt the beſt of our Sea men, teach 
them what skill we have learnt in a long and dear bought experi- 
ence, And tocrown all, even fight for them, and interpoſe between 
them and danger and with ſo good ſucceſ: (as it proved) that the French 
Squadron ( as if the ingagement had been only defigned for an en- 
tertainment and diverſion tothem) came off as freſh and as whole as 
when they firſt ſayled out of their Ports. The ſurptifing novelty and 
ſtrangeneſs of theſe unexpected Councils bath occaſioned the following 
refl.Ctions, And all men being equally concerned in the preſervation 
of the Ship they ſayle in, though all do not fit at the Helm, it is eve- 
ry ones duty as well as their undoubted right to prevent us much as they 
are able, a fatal running upon Rocks, which may chance not to be diſcern- 
ed dy others, upon thi juſt and well grounded confidence, I preſume 
to ditect theſe papers to the great Counſel of the Nation, humbly beg- 
ging that they may be read with an unbyaſſ:d mind, and truth wei b 

ed in the ballance of the ſanuagy Before all I muſt premiſe I do not in- 
tend to wrice an Apology for the Dutch, nor to juſtiſie all their proceed- 
ings, much leſs to increaſe the number of the Scurrulous Pamphlets againſt 
them, which I am confident will aff.& no ſober man in the Nation, 
and need only to be read to be confured, Ile onely ſay that ſince all 
Cbriſtians ſhould above all things enquire into the juſtice of their Arms 
before they either take them up, or retuſe to lay them down. It will be- 
come the wiſdomt and prudence of both houſes to bear what the Dich 
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may ſay for tham(elyes, and to take into their ſcrious conſideration the 


proteſtations they make both in publick and in private, of their un- 
feigned defires as well as readineſs to give England all poſſihle ſati . facti- 
on, and buy his Maj«tics Friendſhip at a more then ordinary rate. 


But my preſcat defigne being not to enter further into theſe perticu- 
lars nor to examine the Jultice or injuſtice of this Warr, but rather to 
confider and querie (ſuppoſing it had been never fo juſt at firſt) how 
farr it may be adviſible to continue it, I will with as much cleareneſ⸗ 
as Iamable, and in as few words as the matter will bear, cofine my ſelf 


to theſe following heads, 


1. A Short accconnt of the Crown with which his Majeſty is entred into 
Leagne. 

2. Theneceſſity, and unavoyaable conſequences of this Warr. 

3. Some general reflectious upon the whole, with ſome Account of tb 
manner and fteps by which this Warr was both promoted and begun. 


1. All thoſe who are not altogether ſtrangers to the world will 
eaſily grant that of al the Kingdoms of Europe there are none but may be 
ſaid inferiour to Frexce in ſome teſpect or other, and to want ſome ad. 
vantages which France enjoyeth in a very eminent degree, The great- 
neſs of its Territories, The Populonſneſs of it, the number of their 
Gentry aud Nobility, Their natural courage; together with the ad- 
van of being trained up either to Military actions or to Warlike 
exerciſes , ever ſince the foundation of their Monarchy, the ſcituation 
of their Country, and the oppertunities they have by it to anoy their 
neighbours upon all occaſions, The fruitfulneſs and riches of the ſoyle, 
together with the predigious quantity of all forts of commodities ma- 
nufactured & unmanifactured with which they ſupply their neighbours, 
And laſtly the great revenues of their Kings, who governing of late 
without controul or check, are ſo much the more able to oppreſs their 
neighbours j All theſe advantages meeting together, they bave in all 
ages bad aſpiring thoughts, and under Cher/emaine had erected a new 
Weſtern Empire , which in all likelyhood would have proved of lon- 
ger continuation, had not thoſe great Dominions been ſhared and di- 
vided between the ſaid Chariewaines Children, which in the ſucceeding 


Ages proved an gecafion of many great and bloody W arrs. 4 
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2: AiSccond and memosable ſtop to the encreaſe of the French wat, 
when by the ambition of Hagh Capett who aymed at the Crown, to 
uſurpe it with leſs oppoſition, and to draw the Grandees into his party, 
he made all their governments. hereditary and erected them into a kind 
of Principalitys held in Capite, from thence ſprang ſo many great Fa- 
mylies able afterwards to wage Warr againſt the French King. And 
whilſt they were thus in a kind of Minority, the Houſe of Bargunay 
having joyned with England, brought that Kivgdome to the Low con- 
dition, every one knows. i 

Lewis the 11th. was the firſt who after the Exgliſb had loſt not only 
their new Corqueſt, but alſo what they bad poſſeſſed of old in France,; 
raiſed the French Crown to a greater , and his Son Charles the 
$th. beſides the acquiſition of Brittany, frighted all Europe by his 
ſurpriſeing conqueſt of the Kingdom of Naples. 

This occaſioned a general confederacy of ali neighbouring Princes a- 
gainſt him, whereby he ſoon loſt what he had gotten , Bur ſtil] the 
ambitious thoughts of his Succeſſors would have much endangred the 
liberty of Europe, if the Auſtrian family (raiſed on a ſudden to a vaſt 
Grandeur by the occaſion of an innumerable number of Provinecs u- 
nited in Charles the 5 th.) had not carried the Imperial Crown from 
Francis the Iſt. who ſtood with much Eagerneſs for it, and bad already 
engaged ſeveral of the Electors. 

This haveing over ballanced the French power, the ſaid Francis the 
1. though helped ſeveral times by the great So/yman Emperour of the 
T urks , was at laſt forced to yeild te the victorious Armes of Charles 
the-gth, who took him priſoner and forced him to buy bis liberty with 
a very diſadvantageous peace. 

B it his Son Henry the ſecond had better ſucceſs, and amongſt other 
advantages he added to his Dominions three very fair Imperial and 
Epiſcopal Towns, and was likely to have gon further had he not been 
prevented by a ſudden death, England all this while (true at that time 
to their own intereſt) with a sKkiliful hand holding the balſance and 

keeping the conteſting parties in as great an equality as their own occa- 
ſions wou'd permit. 

Under the minority of his Children, the bloody Maſſacres and ci- 
vil warrs, began, which laſted forty years, and would have put an 
end to that Monarchy if the Ambition of Poillip the ſecoud would 
have given way to the dividing of it into the ſeveral Pggncipalitics, which 
the reſpective Grandees az med at. Bur 
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Bat Hear) the 411 renſthened by the diviſions which grew between 
the Spaniards and the holy League, having won many Battailes, made 
his Title to the Crown good, by the ſucceſs of his Armes and not long 
after concluded peace with Spain to gain time to breath and to recover 
new ſtrength. , 

No ſooner was he at reſt, but he bent all his thoughts upon a project 
as valt in the deſigne of it, as Extraordinary in its nature, intending 

o leſs then to caſt Europe into a new Mould and to reduce all the King- 

oms, and Common Wealths , that were in his time to a certain num. 
ber, and to bring them within ſuch bounds as he ſhould preſcribe to 
them, being ſure however in this Marſhalling to take ſuch ſhare to 
himſelf as would have enabled him (or at leaſt his ſucceſſors) to grow 
into an univerſal Monarch. 

To effect this he had already made choyce of his Generals and 
other great Oſſicers, and was preparing both Arms and Money when 
a ſudden and unexpected death put an end as well to his undertaking 
as to his life. 

The beginning and in truth the greateſt part of the Reign of Lewis 
the 13th. his Son was much diſquieted by inteſtine broyles and Civil 
Warrs, during which the houſe of Auſtria was very neer bringing all 
Germany under their ſubjection, and after the Battel of Prague ſtood ve- 
ry fait for the univerſal Empire, But France having at laſt quieted all 
at home, did (under the pretence of oppofirg the Auſtrian Family, and 
whilſt they were courted by ſeveral Princes to aſſiſt and prorgt them 
againſt the Emperour) vaſtly encreaſe their own power, and coi quer- 
ed new Provinces, and conſiderable Towns in Spain, Italy, Germany ; 
and the Low Conntryer, which raiſing a new jealouſie in their own 
Allyes occaſioned the peace of Aunſter to prevent their further pro- 

els. 

About the ſame time the new Civil Warrs which broke out in France 
under the menority of the preſent King gave oportunity to Spain ro te- 
cover part of their Loſſ;s, till the (late) Protector of England joyning 
with the French (for the advancement of ſome private ends of his own, 
& by a policy from which the deſtruction of Europe may chance to take 
it's date before we are much older) brought them into a decaying condi- 
tion, and made the Pyrenean Peace (after the death of Cromwell) moſt 
wellcome to them. 

Before we go further and come to give a more perticular account ef 
45 the 
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thepteſent French Court, I will beg leave to ſtop bere a while And 
defire the reader to take along the followiag inferences, from what 
yath already been hinted , a more full knowlcdge thereof being left to 
the peruſal of their Hiſtories. 

i. That no greater proofs can be given of the internal ſtrength of 
the French Nation, then their overcoming the many dangerous convul- 
ſions of ate, they have from time to time ſtrugled, with which in all ap- 
pearance would have deſtroyed any other Nation. | 

2. That in all Ag:s, aſſoon as their inteſtine troubles have been over, 
they have ſtill out of a reſtleſs and Warlike humqur endeavoured to en- 
ctoach upon their neighbours and to encreaſe their own Dominions 
laying hold of all opertunitys to diſturb man-kind and baving never 
been able as yet to ſet bounds to their Ambition. 

3. That this Ambitious humour of theirs, ſupported by the greatneſs of 
their power would long before this time have brought all Europe under 
their ſubjection, if their own diviſions and private quarrels had not 
from tima, to time, put back their deſignes for many years, or their 
greateſt Princes been cut off before they could finiſh their intended 
work. 

4. And Laſtly as a conſequence of the thres former, that it was e- 
ver, and will be ſtill, the true intereſt of Europe to oppoſe the French 
deſigns, or if there be any occafion of making uſe of them againſt ſome 

other oppreſſors, not to accept of their aſſiſtanee, longer or further 

then abſfick utility requires it, nor to ſuffer them to proceed after 
the danger is over, as it was practiced in the peace of Paſſav, in the 
time of Henry the 2. and that of Munſter, in both which the French 
were {topped in their full carreers by their own Allyes , though they 
ſtill came off with profir. 

The French having thus in the laſt Warrs, added many fair Pro- 
viaces, and Towns to their Teritories; this preſent Court had no ſoo- 
ner made Peace with Spain, but they thought of laying the foundations 
of a yaſter Empire then ever, And perceiving that fince the diſcove 
of the In«ier, and increaſe of Trade, Naval ſtrength was the mo 
important of all others, and Navigation and commerce the greateſt 
(if not the only) ſupporters of it, They firft erected and encouraged 
ſeveral Trading Companies, and in the ſecond place they ſpared no 
coſt and ſtuck at no charge or expence, to purchaſe a confiderable Fleet 
of men of Warr whetcin they have been ſq ſucceſsfal, That I fear —. 
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Fleet(excepting the trus courage of our Sea · men) is not much infcriour 
to that of his Majcſties , as incredible as it may ſeem at firſt, conſide- 
ring how few years they have applied themſelves to it. 

Bat whilſt they were thus intent upon the increaſe of their 
intereſt at Sta, they let no oppertunity ſlip, of enlarging their 
Empire at Land, for during tbe late Warr with Holland, they invaded 
in (1667.) and maſtered a conſiderable part of the Spauiſb. Low. Conn- 
tries in 166g.they hunted the poor Duke of Lorriane out of his Dutchy, 
and to this day poſſeſs it all and now this laſt year they have conquered 
halfe the United Provinces , Much leſs then all this was more then ſuf- 
ficient to awaken all Europe, and bis Majeſty above all others being 
out of his Princely wiſdeme very ſenſible that the keeping a true bal. 
lence between the Princes and other ſtates of Europe, was the onely ſe- 
curity of all, and that by a timely ſtop to the French conqueſts he 
would reape an infinite honour and profit. Aſſoon as the French King fell 
upon Flaxders, he begun to think of applying fitt remedies to ſo dange- 
rous a diſeaſe, and having concluded a Pence at Breda with the Hollan- 
ders, he ſent to them in private in Panuary 1668. Sir William Temple, 
who was then his Reſident at Br»ſſe/s, to propoſe a neerer Allyance 
with them, and to take joynt meaſures againſt the French, 


No ſmall Argument by the way, of his Majeſties averſion to the 
French defignes , and of the fear he bad of their increaſe, fincero 
©« prevent it, he went ſo farr as to ſeek th&Heol{ander:s firſt , and to pro- 
i poſe ſtricter Alliances with them after ſo fierce and Reſent a Warr en» 
« ded with the unpleaſant circumitances of Chatham. 


Sir William Temples propoſalls having been entertained with all 
ready complyance by tbe Dutch, he waited on his Majeſty to give him 
an account of his Negociation , And within five days after be was ſent 
back to the Hague with all neceſſary powers and inſtructions, by ver- 
tue of and inconformity to which he concluded and agreed upon, two 
ſeveral Treaties with the Dutch, the one a defenſive and ſtricter League 
than before between the two Nations; And the other a joynt and re- 
cipocal engagement,to oppoſe the conqueſt of Flanders, and to procure 
either by way of Mediation or by force of Armes, 2 ſpeedy peace be- 
tween France&Spainyupon the Terms therein mentioned, &becauſe we- 


den cams unte the ſams Treaty very little after, from the three parties 
concerned 
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o ucerned , and engaged, it was called the Triple League. In perſuarce 
of this, the Treaty of Aix la Chapel was forced upon the French, and in 
ſome manner upon the Spanardi, who were very unwilling to give away 

by a ſolemn Treaty ſo. great a part of their Country, But both his 
Majeſty and the Ho//angers thought it a very great ard good work ,and 
judged it a great happineſs not only for Spain , but for all Europe to 
come off with a broken Pate, and to have at leaſt for that while kept 
France from going further, 

This was repreſcnted to the Parliment with all the advantages of 
Language, and nothing was omitted in the reſpective ſpeeches of. bis 
Majelity himſe f, the kord Keeper, and many private Members, that 
could make both Houſes (and with them the whole Kingdome ) ſenſible 
of the great ſervice done to England, and in a manner to all mankind 
by chaining up a devouring Lyon, who was never ſatiated with prey. 

This Triple League grew ſo famous that it proved the politick Inſti- 
tute of our Juſtinian. In the name of the Triple League, and of the 
Treaty of Aix la Chapel, feveral ſubſidies were both demanded & grant- 
ed, for 2. or 3. S ſſions together, The Triple League ſtoped or anulled al 
Inpeachments : for its ſake inquiries into miſcarriages were laid aſide. 
And the Parliament did conceive they could neither give nor for- 
give too much, if by their complyance they could but contribute ſomie 
what towaid- binding the French to their good behaviour, 

Beſides this, to tie the. K igt faſter , and take even the very thoughts 
from the French King, of ever ſtirring, or being troubleſome to his neigh- 
bours, his Majeſty ſent, an Extraordinary Envoy to ſeveral Princes of 
Germany, to invite them into the Triple Erague { His Miniſter to per- 
ſwade them to it, laying open, with no leſs beate than plaineſs,the danger 
all Europe was in, The inſenſibility of moſt Princes, and their care- 
leſneſs, The watchful ambition of the French, the greatneſs of their 
forces, And the little reaſon one had to truit them. In fine, omitting 
nothing that could Alarme all the world, and procure a general confe- 
deracy againſt che common oppteſſor; Nay, to evince and demonſtrate 
(beſides all we have ſaid now) that this Triple League was not entred 
into out of a perticu'ar reſpect, or perſonal kindneſs to the Spaniard 
(not to ſpeake now of the miſurderſtanding and Jarring between 
England and Su in the Weſt Indies) the faid Spaniards being very 
much wanting to themſelves, by their backwardneſs in the payment of 
the ſubſidies promiſed to Sweden, His Majeſty not to be wanting to 
Europe, 


wy on 


wi on. Hei * Us I 12Þ_ 4 9 


wW on 


UMI 


(9) 8 


Europe, and conſequently to his own Kingdoms, out ot the deep ſenſe 


he had of the neceſſi:y of preſerving the Triple-Ltague entire , and be- 


ing not without feates, the Swedes might fall off, unleſs the Money 
agreed upon was paid them, without further delay; he off:red in 
September or Oftcher 1668. to advance himſelf part of it, and had ac- 
cordingly done it in cate the Dich would have · advanced the reſt. 

All this doth abundantly ſhew what opinion his Majeſty ard his 
Councel were uſed to have of Frarce as well as both Houſes, and the 
reſt of Nation: And therefore without confiderivng how things came 


do the be altered (which we may tak: hereafter ſome not ce of) we may 


lay down as an Undeniable Zng/f Principle, and a Maxim: never to be 
ſwerved from: I hat Fraxce is no waies to be [. ﬀ fed to grow great , 
much leſs to have their deſignes promotid,as it is plain to all man kind 
they are now. 

But we muſt go ſomewhat fu ther, and there being nothing more 
dangerous then to j-yn in any ambitious dc figne with a Prince againſt 
whom we can no waies ſecure our ſclves , in calc he break his word to 
us,it will not be amifs to conſider how far one may rely upon the Cardor 
and integrity of the French Court, and what may rationally be pe ct- 


ed from their generoſity. 


In Order to this, ſi ce the heart of man is not known otherwiſe then 
by a careful obſcrvation of their Actions, and that we cannot judge of 
things to come but by Iaferarces and Arguments drawn from thoſe 
that are paſt ; the belt way to ſatisfy our ſelves is to take a ſhort ſar- 
veigh of the carriage and conduct of the French Court for theſe laſt 13. 
Years, during which they have had ſtill the ſame Miniſters, who 
are not like to Act henceforih upon any other Principles, or by other 
Methods then they have done hitherte, and they having been brought 
up in ſo good a School as that of Cardinal Maarten whoſe motto was 
that An hongſt man ought not to be a ſlave to bi: word, it muſt not be 
wondered ak, if they do ſtill as much as they are able, influence their 
preſent Maſter and endeavour to perſwade him that. 

Si Violandum eſt jun, Regnands cauſa Violandum eſt. 

The firſt proof of the honeſty both of the Cardinal himſelf, and of 
his Diſciples, is their Cariage in the Pirenean Treaty & their perform - 
ance of wbat was molt Eſſential in it, wherein is to be obſerved that. 

By the endeavours of the Queen AMot ber of France, a peace being 
promoted between the two Crowns, with a Marriage between the 
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French King and the Infants of Cyan, the whole Treaty was groun- 
ded upon =. conſiderable poi ts,which till granted by —— ſtill 
bindred the conclaſion of that great work, the one, was the forſakin 
of Portugal, and the other a renunciation of the Ifta, Jour” wy, 
to and ratified by the French King) of all hes preſent and future Pre- 
kences, Titles or Claimes whatfocver to the Spaniſh Monarchy and 
Dominion thereof, or to any part of the ſame : ©* Leaſt, ſaith the 
* Treaty, The Glory of their reſpected Kingdoms ſhould come to decay, 
Land be diminiſhed if by reaſon and through rhe ſaid Marriage they 
came to be united and joyned, in any of their Children, and Poſteri- 
«ty, which would occaſion to the Subjects and Vaſſalls, fuch eroubles 
and afMiRions as might ealiily be imagined. 

* As to the firſt, v1. the exclufion and forſaking of Porraga/. The 
© words of thc Treaty are theſe, His faid Majcſty (the French King) will 
© intermedle no ſurther in the ſaid Buſineſs, and doth promiſe and ob- 
© lirge himſelf upon his honour,upon & the faith & word of a King, both 
for bimſelf and bis ſucttſſors, not to give, neither in common nor to 
*any Perſon or Perſons thereof in Particular of what Digniry, Eſtate 
or Condition ſoever, either arprefent or for the furvre, any help or 
« affiſtance, neither publick nar ſecret, dire&ly not indireRly,of mien, 
Arms, Munitions, Victuafling. V. ffells nor money, under any pre- 
*tence, nor any other thing whatſoever, by Land or by Sea, nor in any 
« other manner , as likewiſe not to ſuffer any Levies to be made in any 
port of bl; Kingdom, and Daminions nor to grant a-pafſage to any 
"that might come from other Countries to che Relicf of the (aid King- 
dom of Portwgal. ; 

I ſappoſe al] the World wiſlgrant, it were hard for the wit of man, 
to find out, or fo much as imagine ſtronger words, or fuller ex- 

on in a Treaty, to prevert what the Spaxiards were fo much a- 

raid of, vix. the A ſſiſtur ce of Portugal, Let us nowlifec how it was 

As ſoon as this was agreed on, and before the Treaty was figned Car- 
dinal XMaz4rin (ftillreſolved as well in this as upon all other occaſions, 
notto be Eſalue De fa purolle) ſent privately the 'Marquiſs 
the Chonpes into Feriagal, to aſſare them that in Order to the 
condluſi on of the Treaty then. on foot with Spain , they were farced 
to rave them out,, and to engage not to aſfiſt chem : but that 
whatever they (promiſed they ayould never forfake them, and would 
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Kill protect them againſt Spaine as much as they bad done before. The 
truth is, they kepe their wacd bo ert much better then they did 
to Spain, And the Peace was no ſooner made, but they ſent them the 
uſaal ſupplies of Men, Arms and Money, And a while zfter notwith- 
ſtanding their former Treaty with Jain, and in the view of the whole 
world, they entred into an Offenſive Le with that Kingdome 2 
gainſt all their Enemics, whereby, - other things, the French 
were to have all the Sea · Tons that ſhould be taken from Ji deliver- 
ed to them, All which with many other perticulars, too long to be 
in ſerted in this ſhort diſeourſe, may be ſeen more at large, in the in. 
comparable Books of the Baron de I ſſola; intituled the Buckler of State 
and Juſtice which to this day could not be anſwered by the French, 
though often challenged (and ſo much concerned in honour) to do 
N 


The other ſceurity of the Pirevees Treaty as to Spain, and that with- 
out which they could never have given their conſent to their Marriags 
df the Infants, was the Renunciation before mentioned, And who- 
er reads it will be ape to think, a General Councel of the Civilian: 
vas called, to outdo all former Exprefitons uſed in ſuch contracts, and 
to find out new binding Clauſes, to take of all peſlibility of Evaſion. 
And to make it more ſacred yet and more inviolable, There being no 
greater tis upon Soveraign Princes then that of Publique and hon 
Treaties, the Act of the Renuncjation was incorporated into the v 
Trcaty of Peace , to make up of both of them hut one body; though 
digeſted unto different Inſtruments as 1s expreſly declared in the 33. 
Article of the Treaty of peace, wherein ſpeaking of che Contract of 
Marriage, to which they referr themſelves , theſe words are added, 
which though it be ſeperated bath the ſame force and vigour with the 
preſent Treaty of Peace, as being the principal part thereof , and che 
maſt precious pawn of its greater ſecurity and laſting, 

But the French Lawyers preferring the little quirks of Law before 
publique faith; And pretending they might bring the Authority of 
ſolema Treatics ( which are the true, and indeed the only Law be- 
tween Soveraign Prinees ) under the Cavil of Aſvricips! Laws, and 
Local Cuſtoms, endeavouring to perſwade the World that their 
Maftcr was not bound to ſtand to what he had fo W pro- 
wiſed and eonfit med by ſacred Qaths : And the French King after the 
death of the late King of Shin, claimed (notwithſtanding the ſaid Re- 
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. cſation) a great part of the Spaniſh Low-Conntrier, as being 
devolved to him. in right of his Wife, by the Aſmnicipa/Lawer of 
thoſe Countriesz And to back his unxpected Claime with more ef. 
fe tua] meanes, he Invaded the Country with a powerful Army. 

This Invaſion, ſo contrary to his Engagements, and ſo deſtruRive- 
to the very eff.nce of the Pirenean Treaty, was attended with ſome 
circumſtances, no leſs ſurpriſing than the breach it ſelf, | 

The one was what paſſcd' at Paris between the French Kis 
himſelf, and the Afurguiſs De la Fuente Extrordinary Embaſſad dr 
from Spain; A'd the other, whae the French Embaſſador (the Arch 
Biſhop of Ambrua) declared at Afaarid in his Maſters name, 

As to the Firſt, .The ſaid Marquiſs De Ia Fuente bring upon his 
Return into Spain, after the Death of the late King his Maſter , 
and being not without ap prehenſion and jealouſie, the great pre- 
parations, made in Fraxce were intended againſt the Queen his 
Miſtreſs, and the King her Son, was very earneſt with His Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty , to give ſome new and greater Aſſurances to the 
Queen of Span, of the reality and ſincerity of his intentions to quiet 
and ſettle her mind. againſt all the contrary advices , ſhe recgived from 
all parts; whereupon the moſt Chriſtian King did, with all poſſible 
Me ion rev his Faith and his Royal Word, to the ſaid Queen, 
that he would Religiouſly keep the Place, and continue a faithful 
friendſhip both ro her and to her Son. 

And the Arch Biſhop of Ambrmn, after the French Army was al- 
ready in the Field, and had poſſeſſed Charleroy , ſome four or five 
days before the News of it came to Madrid; did in Verbo Sacerdetis. 
And upon all that is moſt ſacred amongſt the Roman C atholicks, pro- 
teſt and vow to the Queen, that his Maſter intended nothing leſs, 
than what was reported of him: And would never break with the 
King of Span, or invade his Dominions as long as he gas under 
Apc. | 
at the March of the French Army, and the Hoſtilities they com- 
mitted, agreeing ſo little with theit promiſes, and the ſame being com- 
plained of; They anſwered,it was no Breach, and tbat they only went 
to take poſſeſſion of what belonged to them. 

This Warr, or as the Prench term it; this friendly poſſeſſing 
themſelves of the Spaniſh. Dominions, ended by the Treaty of Aix. 
After which, contrary to the Treaty itſelf; they firſt diſmantled all 
the 
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the ſtrong Places and Holds of the County of Burg dy! cat tied away 
all the Munitions out of the Country, and would have deſtroy: d the 
rich Salt Pirs of that Province, had not the powerful icterpolition both 
of England, Holland, prevented that ſpoyl. 


Notwithſtanding the ſame Treaty of Air, they (xat.d great 
Contributions from the Dutchyes[of Lymbonrg , and Luxembourg; 
They lay a nc claim to ſome Towns, as important as any of thoſe 
that bave been granted to them by the Peace : They have confiſcated 
the Eſtates of the Subjects of the King of Hayn, that would not for- 
ſwear their Allegiance z and have not ſpared the very Royal Houſe of 
Mar) Mont: Nay,as if theſe infraftions were not \. ficient and ſtill 
to encroach as far as they were able, they forced their way with great 
quantities of Merchandiſe through the Span Territories without 
paying the Cuſtomes, and not long after endcavoured to ſurpriſe the 
Town of Mons in Haiuault. 4 

Thus they have dealt with Spays ever ſince the Pirenean Treaty. 

Let us ſee now, how other Princes have fared with them; we'll bee 
gin with the Duke of Lorrain. 

By the Pirenean Treaty, the ſaid Duke was to be reſtored to his 
Dutchy of Lorrais, with all the Places and Towns which he had 
poſſcſſ. d in the Biſhopricks of Metz, TJeul and Verdun. But France 
after the execution of the other Articles of the ſaid Treaty, deferred: 
as long as they could the performance of that part, which related to 
the Duke, and refuſed ſtill to return him his Country; till they had 
brought him to make another Treaty with them, whereby he was for- 
ced te part with ſcveral conſiderable places over and above what had 
been granted to them by the general Peace; Then aſter a year and 
an half of an unſettled poſſeſſion, during which under ſeveral unjuſt 
pretences, new quarrels were picked every day : They forced him 
with a conſiderable Army, to give them his Town of Marſal. 


And not long after, they again compelled bim to fign a new Treaty 
more diſadvantagious yet then the two former; ſince which he could, 
as little as before bave a quiet enjoyment of that little they had left 
him. They every day encroached upon his juriſdiction, the LI- 
mits of his Territories, and bis Soveraignty it ſelf ; They laid 
enormious 
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enormious Taxes upon bis Subjects, They eauſed him to diſband his 
Forces, and to raiſe new men again as they thought fire, They kept him 
from revenging hls own quarrells, to take part in that of others, They 
let looſe all bis Enemies againſt him, and ſtopped ehe Progreſs of bis 
Armies, as ſoon as he had the leaft advantage, And in few words he 
was all that while more a Vaſſell to Fra, then a ſoveraign. But 
yet all this would not ſatisfie the French Court, And taking it ill that 
his Obedience was not altogether ſo blind as they would have it, they 
ordered one of their Generals to ſeize his Perſon, and te bring him 
either dead or alive, As it was very near being effected, A new way 
of dealing with a Soveraign Prince, not known, yet in tbeſe parts of 
the World, and which may give ſome hopes to Enrope of fecing ere 
long che Weſt Governed by Bab us well as the Eaſt, . 

The Kingdom of Poland comes next, which bath layn a bleeding ever 
fince they have bad a French Que & which is at this inſtant in an emi- 
nent danger of being conquered by the Trks, through the means of the 
French Cabalbe, ho have called into the Kingdom the Enemie of the 
Chriſtian name meerly begauſe they could not have a King either of 
French blood, or of French intercſt. 

The Duke of Newbury was not much better uſed, And whilft they 
cauſed him to engage the greateſt part of his Eſtate almoſt beyond re- 
demption im hopes of the Poliſh Crown, which they bad promiſed to 
raiſe him to by the help of a ſtrong party, they had made in that King- 
dome. They under hand contrary both to their Treaties (as well wich 
the Eleltor of Brandenburg as with himſelf) and to their reiterated pro- 
miſes and vous both by word of mouth and in writing » did by their 
Creatures and Agents · Oppoſeſ the ſaid Dukes pretentions, and Endea- 
voured with all induſtry to have the Prince of Conde prefered before all 
his Comp. titors. A Particular deduction whereof will (if ever publiſh- 
ed) without any other inſtance be a ſufficient warning to all Princes, 
A'd give thama Perfect Character of the French Court 

The Empercxr bath as little reaſon to thank them, And at the very 
time the moſt Chriſtian Ri ſent him forces to joyn with his Army a- 
gainſt the Tue, they begun to ſettle a Correſpondence with the 
Coum Serin , Franchipary ;, Nag, and Testes back, from whence 
their ſo weil known , Conſpiracy hath fince broken out, As hath ap- 
peared by the depoſitions and conſe ſſiont of ſome of the Accemplices 
who had been inſtrumental in carrying both Money and Letters, from 

the French Miniſter at Vienna to the ſaid Conſpirators. Not 
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Not to ſpeak now of what arts they uſed to hinder his El:Aion at 
fiſt, (And fince that to lefſen his Authority and diſturb all G 
by their Intrigues and privite Treaties with ſeveral Privacs contrary to 
the Treaty at Munſter. 

To which may be added,that one of the great Motives of bringing the 
Turks into Poland was the marriage of the Emperor; Siſter with their 
King. 

Yer it muſt be owned alſo that the, French {ſeem to have repented 
their pernitious intrigues & Caballing in that Kingdome, for when they 
ſaw the Emperor preparing in Earneſt to aſſiſt the Datch,co diſwade him 
from that defigne, & to engage him (if it had been poſſible) not to con- 
cern himfelf or take part ia the Quarrel, }they very fairly offered him 
to put into h is hands and deliver bim all the Original Letters they had 
from their Creatures and freinds in Poland, To the end both dis E- 
perial Majefty and the King of Pulard, his Brother might take what 

courſe they thought fir with thoſe Rebells : A fair warning to all thoſe 
that preferr French money befor their Loyalty, and the true intereſt of 
their Country. : | 

Nay I doubt the Swedes , their good Freinds have not always been 
pleaſed with them. And they cannot tothis day forget that ſome ten 
Years ſinte, having made 4 Treaty with the Fronch whereby they were 

t0-receive , by way of Gratuity or Penſion, Sixteene hundred Thou- 
ſand Crowns , the Frexch (upon ſecond thoughts) fioding their Trea- 
ty with Sweden of little uſe to them nefuſed toratifie it, & ſent them 

anr l Tul, who, without more words told them in 
ſhort, That the King his Maſter declared it to be vo, A fine Curt 
ſtile far one Prince to ule to another! Anda ſhort Majeſtick way'of 
Reſcinding all Treaties. 

Le were both needlc(s and tedious , to examine now how well they 
have obſerved their Treaties with Holland, ſince they cannot ſo much 
as aſſigne the leaſt cauſe af the Warr they make nom, and in their de- 
clatation tell us one ly of a Mauvailc ſatisfaction, of their being ill pleal. 
ed, which would tend to the Diminution of the glory of a moſt Cbri gi. 
an King , unleſs to plcaſe himſelf better, he put Europe in a Flame 
and endeavour to bring all under his ſubycQion. 

But it may be thought all other Princes ang States aye had much 
cauſe to complain of ie French not to ſay worſe, his Majeſt y hach 
been hicherto either mne fortunate or more beholding to their gene- 
xofity and Kindneſs. This muſt be now inquired into, 1 will not in- 
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fiſt much upon the ex refſſons of their kindneſs to his Majeſlies P. ſon, 
whilſt he was abroad, ſince they may pret:xethe Inti reſt of their Kiny- 
dom, and pallĩate their dureſs and inhumane dealing , by a nec ſſi y of 
preſerving themſelves, But I hope no ſuch n:cAfi y.comp-1l.d them to 
oppoſe his Majeſties happy reſtoration with ſo much violence as they 
did, and to Caball with his greateit Enemies to keep him out of his 
Kingdoms, which his Majeſty was ſo ſenſible of, that upon his com- 
ing inte Evxgland he commanded away the French Embaſſodger Bor- 
aeanx , and would not ſuffer him to come into his preſence. 

Since that time they have often erdeavoured to ingratiate themſelves, 
and have made great proteſtations. But after ſ. vera! propoſitions of 
Leagues, and many arts uſ:d to raiſe Jealouſies between us and the Hel- 
landers (Dreadmg not! nig more then a durable and firm friendſhip be- 
tween two Nations, who if united might eafily ſer what hounds they 
pieated to their ambition) they at laſt ſided with the Dateb, though 
with no other intention then to ſee us deſtroy each other, or at leaſt ſo 
fart weaken and xhauſt our ſelves, that they might with leſs oppoſition 
invade their Neigbbours, ard encreaſe their Naval ſtrength , nay their 
pon went further, and in the very heat of rhe Warr they ſtill kept 

egotiations on foot, and made overtures and propoſals of peace by 
meanes of the late Quecene Mot ber, whom in the end they deceived fo 
farr, as to aſſure her (and by her his Majeſty) that the Dutch would ſer 
no Fleet out (that Snmmer, the peace was concluded) whilſt underhand 
they preſſed the ſaid Datch with all the Vigour and carneftnes imagi- 
eable to fit out their Ships, with a promiſe of joyning theires to them. 

Upon this Paroll of the French Court tis too well Known we bad 
no Fleet out. as well as what followed upon it, when the Dutch mcet- 
ing with no oppoſition, entered into the Rivar of Chatham, ſo that 
though the French bad no other hand in't, they bad been ſtill the true 
. cauſe of that unhappy accident : But withal, it is more then probable 
they were themſelves the Authors of that Counſel, and moſt certain 
it is they knew of che deſign before the attempt was made: As might 
be proved by ſeveral inſtances if neceſſary ; 

Alfter this, the Peace being concluded at Freds; the French were 
by the Treaty, to return us St. Cbriſtopbert, in the manner and form 
therein expriſſ-d. But inſtead of performing it according to the true 
meaning (and the very Letter of the Article) they have ſtill from time 
to time, upon ſeveral unjuſt and frivolous pretences, put off his = 
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jeſties Commiſſioners that went to receive it yz till ſeeing a neceſſity of 
complying with us in ſo (mall a matter, whilſt we were prepating to 
run ſo great a danger for their ſake; they delivered it at laſt to Sir 
Charles Wheeler , ſomewhat above a ycar ſince. But before the deli- 
very of it, they had deſtroyed all the Plantations, plundered and carried 
away all that was portable; laid the whole Country walt, And left 
it in a much worſe condition, than if tt had never been Planted. And 
as if the detaining of his Majeſties Territories had rot been ſufficient, 
they interrupted the Trade of his Subjects in thoſe parts; and aſſuming 
to themſelves the Soveraignty of thoſe Scas j they would not ſuffer 
any Ships but their owyn, to Sayl by, or about their 7/la»ds. And in 
Truth upon no other Grourd, have brought in as Prizes, and confiſca- 
ted (gveral Veſſels. Not to ſpeak now of the great diſcouragem nt our 
Fri T :ade hath many ycars fince lain under; through their unjutt 
practices and manifold devices, which have been ſnch , that we do not 
of late ſend into Fraxce the fourth or fifth part of what Goods and 
Commoditics were formerly ſent over. 

This late carriage of theirs in America, brings us to their preſent Alli. 
ance with his, Majeſtie. And as the greateſt care of thoſe that have 
adviſed the King to this League, have been to keep from the view and 
from the knowledge of the World, what Articles are agreed upon. 
It is not to be expect d we ſhould inſtance in the particular Breaches 
of what we ate all ſtrangers to; for Example, we cannot tell whethes 
it was agreed the French Squadron ſhould. fight, and ſe dare not aſſure 
they have broken their Treaty by not fighting. But [ ſuppoſethere 
are very few, but have heard of the Wager laid by the Spaniſh Em- 
baſſador in the beginning of the War, And bow far the French Con- 
duct agreid with his Predictions. I would not neither impeach any 
man upon general Reports and Rumors, but however it is obſervable, 
That the greateſt number of the Dutch Commanders are of Opinion, 
and have often publickly declar:d, That the French Ships were this 
kindly uſed by theirs out of a particular reſpect Des Wits Brother had 
to them. : 

If from the Sea we come a ſhore, we?l find (as far at leaſt as they 
came to our knowledge) moſt of their promiſes deceitful ; all the Art 
imaginable uſed to enſnare his Majeſtie. 

And laſtly, a perfect and reiterated Breach, of the eſſence of their 
Treatie, whatever the words may All thoſe that have been never 
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ſo little converſant at Court, may remember that one of the prea# 
Arguments uſed and ſuggeſted by the French, to make the congueſt of 
and appear both ſafe and eaſie; was that his moſt Criſfian 
/ Majeſty bad aſſurances from all the great Princes in Europe; they 
would no ways concern themſelves in the Quarrel : Sh would be 
g'ad to ſee their old Rebells Chaſtiſed, The Emperor had his hands 
full, and durſt not ſtir if he would for fear of the Turks, Brandenburg 
ſhould demand his Towns, and the Nerthers Crowns, would cither 
fie ſtill or endeavor to have a ſhare in the ſpoyl. And this was ſoreadily 
embraced, that even after the Exchange of the Ratifications of the 
Treaty betwixt Spa and the United Provinces; they would not own 
there was ſo much as any agreement. And for a good while we flattered 
our ſelves, That the Leagues with the Catholick Kirg and other Princes, 
were furmiſes of the Dateh, to raiſe their Reputation, and quiq; the 
minds of their People. But when this waſt paſt denying, they · came 
off with ſlightirg diſcourſes of the Forces of the Dutch Allies; and 
Monſicur de Turenne would cut them all to pieces, if ever their Te- 
merity did bring within his reach. 

At the Rate the Al iance with France, was diſcourſed off before 
the War broke out, ſtanders by could not but think ( and 1 believe 
if Truth were enquired into, it will be found his Majeſty intended no 
more at firſt, and was engaged no farther, ) the French ſhould be the 
Principal in this War, and England joyn their Forces with them as 
Aaxiltaries,to have ſtill in caſe of need, a ſafe and honourable Retreat 
in their power. But as ſoon as the French thought his Majeſtie could 
not well go back nor take new Counſclsz they openly declared it was 
none of their Quarrel, and that they only engaged in jt to aſiſt his 
Maje'ty, out of reſpect to his perſon. By which means his Majeſty 
was perſwaded and induced to declate War firſt, and to expect atter- 
es the aſſiſtance of the French. 


el ſuppoſe his Majeſty wil! not thank them neither for giving out in 
all Roman Catholic Princes Courts, That this tsa War of Religion, | 


undertaken meerly for the propagation of the Cathelick Faith, and 
as the French Miniſter at Fienxa, expreſſed it in a ſolemn Speech to 
the Emperors Countl, which hath been fince Printed in French, that 
the Holanders being Heretiche, who had forſaken their God; all 
good Chriſtia1s are bound to joyn and unite to extirpate them and to 
im lote Gcds bliſing upon ſo good a work. Nay to confirm this 
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the more they have lately declared and aſſured many Princes that to 
jet Exrope ſee how far they are from any ſuch defign as have been laid 
to their Charge z and to ſatisſie all the World, they entred into this 
War out of a Religious Zral; and for the Glory of God, they are 
ready to part with all their Conqueſts, an@recurn to the Hollander; all 
the Towns they have taken from them; if they will but re. eſtabliſn 
the true Worſhip they have baniſhed from their Territories. 

How far now this may be agreeable to his Majeſties Intereſt, or to 
the XXXIX Articles, let any unprejudiced man judge. 

But an undeniable proof of the upt ightneſs of the French Court, is 
their carriage in the Negociations of Peace with the States: In ſhort, 
the matter of Fact is thus? 

The paſſage of the French Army over that Branch of the ne, 
called the Waell; having cauſcd a general conſternation all over the 
Country, and the confuſion they were i, being ſuch, that they 
could hardly refolve whether to yield or defend themſelves. 

The States on the 11th. of Pure, named ſeveral Deputies to be ſent, 
ſome to his Majeſty, and the reſt to the French King ; to know of 


| them both upon what terms they would be willing to agree and come 


to a Peace. 

Thoſe that came to his Majeſty , were met upon the way as far as 
Graves End, to forbid them the Court, and were conv. yed to Hamp- 
ton Court; there to continue in an honourable confinement, till we 
could hear from the moſt Chriſtian King, ard know of him whether 
the ſa'd Deputiet might be admitted; bis Majeſty being vnzilling to 
give the leaſt offence to the French; And rot thinking it either law- 
ful or convenient (without their participation) ſo much as to hear 
what the Dutch Deputies Errand was. 

But the other Deputies came no ſooner to the Frexch Court, but two 
Secretaries of State were (cnt to them, and without further delay, de- 
fired to know firſt if they had full Power to Treat; and inthe next 
place, what the States could propoſe in order to a ſpeedy Peace. 
The Deputies anſwered, they. were only ſent to know his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſties Pleaſure, and that their Maſters | ad thought it a greater 
reſpect to him to receive his Propoſalls then to off.r any Conditions 
themſelves, with this anſwer 3 the French Miniſters went to their Ma- 
ters, aad came back immediately to the Deputiet, to let them know, it 
was exp:Rd the rates ſhould make the Propoſats , and that the moſt 
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Chriſtian King could not enter upon any Treaty unleſs they had ful] 
power. Telling them withal (roquicken them and to haſten the 
concluſion of the work). that they were to coi ſider, That whatever 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty tad Corquered, was already his on; and 
therefore he could no wayMFpart with it, unleſs they gave him an E- 
quivalent, as well for what he might Cor quer farther, before the 
Concluſion of the-Treaty, as for what he poſſ.ſſed at that time: 
W hereupon Mon ſieur de Greet (one of the Deputies ) being gone 
to the Hague, he was ſent back with all ſpeed, and authoriſed ina very 
ample manner. together with his Collegues to treat and conclude a 
Peace with the French. 

Upon the return of the faid De Groot, with the Powers after 
ſome conferences (part of them with De Groot alone) Monſieur de 
Louvoy, one of the Jecretaries of State) gave the Dutch Deputies a 
projet ofa Treaty, or rather the pretentions of the King his Maſter : 
Upon the granting of which, he was both willing and ready to return 
his former Amity with the States, and conclude a firm Peace with 
them. : 

Wherenpon two things are to be obſerved ; The one that the Condi- 
tions were ſuch, that (ifgranted) would have made the French King 
as perfectly Maſter of the Country, as if he had conquered all by the 
Sword: and the other, that in all the Articles (mbich are ſtil] in 
be ing and may be produced if need be) there was not the leaſt word 
relating to England; and no more notice taken of his Majeſty, or 
greater care of his intereit, then if he had not been concerned in the 
War, or ia no League with the French. So that if by a wonderful pto- 
vidence of God, the ſaid Treaty, had not been une xpectedly broken 
off, Europe had in one day loſt it's Liberty z And all we could have 
2 afterwards, had been the ſavour Pelyphemus ſhewed to bis 
neſts. 

And to demonſtrate further, that the intention of the French Court, 
was not his Majeſty ſhould be a gainer by the War, Manſieur de Groot 
(whoſe word if he be not very mach wrong:d ought to go a great way 
when h; ſpeakes of the French) declared at his ſecord coming to the 
Hague, with the before mentioned Articles that the French Minifters 
had anſwered him, the States his Malters might deal as they pleaſed 
with England, and. come off as cheap as they would, becauſe (as they 
pretend. d) they were aot bound or engaged by their Treaty to 3 
them 
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them any advantages A happy thing in the meane while to be engag- 
ed in ſuch a Warr, with ſo Generous an Alie. : 

While this negotiation was on foot, and before the Treaty could be 
Concluded; the Prince of Orange was miraculouſly reſtored to the dig- 
nity and authority of his Anceſtors, which having altogether Eclipſ- 
ed the party. that was inclined to treat with France upou almoſt any 
Terms, and the reſt of the Country being all under Water, the French 
loſt at once both their hopes of carrying the whole matter by a Treaty, 
and the opsrtunity of making a further Progreſs by their Armes. | 

At the ſame time My Lord Duke of Buckingham and my Lord Ar- 


lington went into Holland. And the French who knew already they could 


neither bring the Datch to a compliance, nor Swim over to the remain- 
ing Townes, And with all being ſull of Apprebhenſiomand fear that by the 
Authority of the Prince of Orange, and through the intereſt he was like 
to have in his Majeſtty (chiefly if their practices and boneſt dealings 
came to be diſcovered) a Seperate peace might be made between England 
and the United Provinces , they Acted their part ſo ſuccesfully with 
our Plehipotentiaries, that they perſwaded them to enter (in bis Ma- 
jeſties name) into a new engagement, not to treat or conclude with 
the Dutch any Peace or Truce without them: For as to their promiſing 
the like, it was a perfect mockery on their part, fince they bad alrta- 
dy done their utmoſt to Treat without England, and that after they 
bad miſcarried in the attempt, nothing could ſecure them but bis Ma- 
jeſties refuſing to accept of what conditions the Dutch would be willing 
to giant Him. | 

Aſcer this new Contract made, our Plenipotentiaties together with 
the French Minifters ſent their joynt demands, and propoſalls to the 
Dutch, to be granted in Tenn dates or elſe no Peace to be made, which 
was the next Maſter-peece of the French, for it is to be obſerved , firſt 
that the Fr #®:@Demandr were in ſubſtance the ſame as they had made 
at firſt in their negotiation with Monſieur de Groste, Ard ſince they 
were ſo urjuſt , and ſo Enormious, that the beſt friends they had then 
amongſt the States could hardly ſwallow them themſelves, (much leſs to 
bring the generality to give their conſent) without ſome Modification 
It was not to be expected that the Government being fince the late 
Change, much more avers to the French then before, the ſame propo- 
falls again, ſhould be better entertained ,* which was rendred the 
more improbable by the addition of the Engis demands, 
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Sicondly , The French, by the exceflive height of their demands, 
ſcemeg to have encouraged (if not perſwaded by ſome more effeRtual 
means) the ſaid Plenepotentiarics not to come much ſhort of them, 
which was attended wirh Two Fatal conſequences , the one, that che 
Warr was ccrtainly, by it, entayled upon his M>jeſty , And the other 
that it was a meanes to alicnate the mindes and affections of the Datch, 
who were then inclined to give thoſe advantages to England , which 
cannot rationally be expected hereafter, 


Thirdly. Though the reſpeRivg claimes of the Two Kings had been” 


fingly tolerable ; yet the ioyning of them together made it impoſſible. 
for the Dxtch to grant either, From whence the French (and very ra- 
rionally) conceived hopes that the Dutch finding themſelves over bal- 
lanced by the joynt power of their Enemies, and ſeeing no way to come 
out of ſo deſtructive a Warr, and to have prace (and not a firm nor 
a durable one neither) withour dividing their Country into a hundred 
pieces, and cutting of all-their Sinews, Had rather caſt themſelves 
into the Arms of their Conquerour and ſaying aſide all 
thoughts of Soveraignty ; live in an entire Body under the French 
Domination. At leaſt it were ſome comfort, if the French Court had 
but kept to this laſt agreement, which in ſo many reſpect: was adyan- 
tagious to them, But, thar they have not done neither: And as ſoon 
as they ſaw moſt Princes in Europe, begin to be in Earneſt, ard that 
great ſuccours were preparing for the Atfiſtarce of the Datch, beſides 
what forces were already in the Field, They underhand wade new 0- 
vertures of Peace, and have ſtil] to this day been ſending privat Meſſa- 
ges to the Dateb, wherein they take no greater care of Eng/and than 
they bad done at Veriche , And if the Datch had not perſiſted in their 
refuſal co Treat without their Allies, the French had long ſince conclu- 
ded without theirs, and that upon very moderate Term, as to the 
Dutch. * 

I ſuppoſe this will ſeeme very ſtrange, ard will hardly be credited, 
but ſince as long as I am under this d1ſpuiſe , Icannot jaltifie it as fully 
as otherwiſe I might do it, All I can ſay at preſent is, there are thoſe 
in the Kingdom that know the t uth of it as well a+ my ſelf, and | hope 
the world will not be long without a ſull dif. overy of it, And thus { 

tend the firſt part of this diſcourſe which hath ſwelled unawares into a 
greater bulk then Lintene.d at firſt, though the matter wo.ld bear a 
preat deal more without bring exbauſted. | 

Let 
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II. 


Let us now come to the Second Head, and (xamine what the iſſue 
of this Warr may prove and what may rationally be expected; it will 
come to. 

Were it either poſſihle in nature, or ſo much as to be imagined that 
Holland might be turned into a new Lake, their Towns burnt and de- 
populated, and their Inhabitants either deſtroyed or Tranſported into 
remote Colonies, or part of them brought into this Kingdome, to en- 
creaſe the Number of our People; I fear no Arguments drawn from ei- 
ther natural Juſtice or Chriſtian Charity could be forceable enough to 
put a ſtop to ſuch a deſigne: And in this caſe it would be hard for the 
ingenious and worthy Author of the Intereſt of Exglaud ſtated (as un- 
anſwerable as his Arguments are) to perſwade men either Biaſſed, or 
not very well acquainted with the ſtate of Forreigne Aﬀairs, That it 
malt be the chief intereſt of Eng/anato ſupport the preſent Government 
of Holland, . F 

But ſuch a deſtruRion being not to be thought on, or expected by any 
man that is in his Witts, and ſince the Scituation of the Country, 
and its Commodiouſnels for trading in many reſpects, together with the 
Natural and Laborious Induſtery of the Inhabitants, will {till conti- 
nue under ary change. To ſatisfy our ſelves how far we may be gain- 
ers by this Warr, we muſt conſider in order to the general events that 
may be looked upon as in any, degree of poſſibility. 

In order to that I conceive all men will grant one of theſe four 
things muſt be ſuppoſed. | 

Firſt. The abſolute conqueſt of che Vnitea Provinces by the French, 
Or ? 

Secondly. Our Conquering of them. 

T hiraly. A Diviſion and Sharing of the Country between us and 
the French, ; 

Fourthty, and Laſtly, The Dutch recovering their loſſes, and with 
the help of their Allies, theit withſtanding both Exglaud and France, of 
each of them in Order, 

T he abſolute Conqueſt of the United Provinces by the French, and their 
being drought under their ſubjection is a thing of that dreadful conſe- 
quence that the very thoughts of it, muſt needs raiſe the blood of al 

true 
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true Eng/ih men And there is hardly ny remedy too violent for ſo 
deſperate a cure or means that could be called unjuſt, if neceſſary to pre- 
vent ſo great an evi], And therefore inſtead of looſing time to prove 
what is ſo manifeſt and ſo obvious to the meaneſt capaeities, I only 
beg of all my dear Countrymen to lay the preſent ſtate of things te 
heart, nd humbly move both Houſes to conſider, whether we be not 
already too near that evil day, and how far it conſiſtent with that 
Intereſt, with which they are intruſted, to haſten it by unſeaſonable 
and pernicious compliance : | ; 

Secondly, As to our Maſtering the Low Countries, it can be but one 
of theſe two ways : k 

Firſt, Our ſubduing of them by a Landing; and withal, beating the 
French out of what they poſſeſs already : Or, 

Secondly, Their voluntary yielding to us, and ſubmiting themſclves 
to his Majeſty. 

The firſt can hardly be ſo much as ſuppoſed or imagined by any 
Ratioral;Man : For 1. If in the middeſt of their late diſtractions 
and the unſpeakable confuſion, which was in every part of the Coun- 
try, no opportunity of Landing could be found though often attemp- 
red : How can it be expected it ſhould be practicable by the next Sum- 
mer, now they are all United and ftrengthned by the aſſiſtance of 
their Allies, 2. How can it be thought potlible to Land an Army 
conſiderable enough to take all their Tons, and Conquer the whole 
Country; Nay, to-Conquer the Conquerers themſelves, and beat the 
French out. 3. Granting that the approach of our Fleet, would 
occaſion a great diſorder and conſternation in the Countrey; and 
that the Dutch ſhould not prove able to oppoſe our Landing; and at 
the ſame . time to keep the French out, and defend themſelves to the 
Laindwards, what would the conſequence of this be, but only to ena- 
ble the French to Maſter the whole Country, whilſt the Datch ſhould 
divide and draw off their Forces to oppoſe us? It being much caſier 
for the French who are already in the Country, to March with all their 
Forcesjto Amſterdam, and to the reſt of their Towns , before we can 
Land; then for us to prevent them by our Landing. 4. Laſtly, if 
the French Ships ate to have a ſhare in the Expedition, what Security 
bave we, their men will promote our own ends, and not their Ma- 
ſters; and that they ſhall not rather turn tayl againſt us, if occaſion 


be ? 
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And as to the voluntary yielding of the Datch, ard their giving 
themſelves up to us I may ſay it is as irrational and as fond a con- 
ceitas the other: And which thereſore doth hardly need being con- 
futed. But becauſe ſome of our great men, have (even in Print) made 
uſe of this as of an Argument, bo:h to juſtifie the War in point of pru- 
derce, and to perſwade the Nation to joyn and concur with the Caballe 
in their dark Counſels: It will de neceſſary, and we owe that ref- 
pect to their quality, as to lay the matter open and unſold it with a 
little more care. 
Were the United Provinces ſtill entite, and untouched and they in an 
election to joyn with and ſubmitt themſelves (upon tetm)) either to 
France or England, it wou d be no hard matter to demonſtrate and 
make it to appear that the ballance of true policy and reaſon ſhould 
weigh down by much on the French fide , And that the beſt part of 
their Trade wovld ſoon , if incorporated with us runn out of their 
Chanells into ours; wh ch ail underſtanding men amongſt them are ſo 
ſenſible of, that in eaſe this were in agitation , the intereſt of Religi- 
on (which beſides they could ſecure ſome other way) ſhould hardly car» 
ry it againſt profit and ſelf preſervation. But not to multiply debates , 
and granting now that in ſuch a caſe, the Dateb would preferr our 
Domination before that of the French: Let us not examine what might 
have been if our ſuppoſitions were true: but what is like to be Defacto & 
may rationally be expected as the cauſe ſtands. 

Firſt it muſt be obſerred that though their Maritime Provinces be farr 
the moſt conſiderable, and thoſe which have made that Common- 
wealth ſo powerful and ſo famous all over the Word yet their In- Land 
Provixces, ate of no leſs importance to the preſervation of the whole, 
and are thc Bull-works and out-works of the other , without which the 
main Body would be ſoon ſtreightned and brought in a little time to 
the greateſt extremities. 

For this reaſon the Spaniards never offered Peace to the Dutch, nor 
could they have er if offered, till being Maſters of Seaven 
Provinces, and having withal conquered ſeveral Towns in Brabant and 
Flanders, to bca fence to their out Provinces, their Territories 
proved of a Competent extent to Lodg and Maintain upon their Fron- 
tiers the greateſt Armies. And by removing the Seat of the Warr from 
their Trading Provinces, be ſo much the more able to continue it, tra- 
ther with advantage to them = with the leaſt inconvenience or 
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2. The Second thing we muſt take notice of is that the greateſt ad- 
vantage of the Scituation of the United Provinces , lyeth in that ſeve- 
ral of the greateſt Rivers in Europe, not only tum through their Coun. 
ery, but diſimbogue into the Ocean within their Precincts, This o- 
peneth them an eaſy and an advantagious trade into molt parts ot Ger- 
many, the Spaniſh Cow. Countries, and ſome Provinces of Francs, and 
makes a Rectprocation of commerce, and as it were an Ebb and Flow, 
between their Rivers and the Ocean, being enabled by the firſt to car- 
ry at a cheap rate to the furtheſt parts of the World what goods & com- 
modities the above mentioned Countries afford, and to return them 
by meancs of the ſame, the Richeſt ſpoyles of the Eaſt and Welt, 
Theſe natural Advantages accrewing to the Inhabitants of theſe re- 
ſpectire Provinces, by their being all United under the ſame Govern- 
ment, do link and tie them fo faſt together that nothing but an exter- 
nal and irreſiſtable force can divide them, And who ever comes to be 
Maſter of the Rivers muſt needs in a ſhore time, either be beaten out 
of his Corqueſts or eiſe bring all the Havens and all the Inbabitants 
Bordering upon the Sea, under the ſame ſubjection? The Sta Ports 
without the Rivers, and the Rivers without the Ports, being altoge- 
ther uſeleſs, and a Foundation for an Endleſs ard Deſtructive Warr. 
This beingſpremiſed, the concluſion will eafily be drawn,ard'fince 
the French do already poſſeſs half of their Countrey , and are Maſters 
of their chief Rivers, if the D#tch come either to looſe the Ambition 
of Ruling, and being a Soveraign State, or elſe are brought to the ne- 
ceſſity of chooſing a Maſter, It is plain they*l rather ſubmit themſelves 
to the Frensb King who bath half conquered them already, and hath 
in his own hands that part of the Country without which they cannor 


ſubſitſt, than by giving up the remaining part to Eng/and to entail a 


W arr upon them, which beſides their ſubjection to Forreigner as wel as 


o—_ were under the French, will exhauſt what Treaſury they may 
have 


T 


To ſum up all, it eannot be ſuppoſed the Dutch will ever choofe d 
Maſter, and ſubmitt themſelves to the Government of a Forreign 
Prince, unlefs they are Driven to it by an unavoydable neceſſity 
This nece ſſity cannot proceed but ft᷑om the ſenſe they may have of theit 
own w.iakneſs, and of a deſire to live in Peace and free themſelves of a 
Wart which is ſo deſtruRtive to them, Now, if they do ſubmit — 
lves 


elt, and from a flouriſhing Eſtate bring them to perfect begge- 
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ſelves to England, in oppoſition to the French, the Peace they ſeek 
will be further of then ever, & their remaining Country will be the ſeac 
of anendleſs Warr, whereas, if they do give themſelves up tothe Frerce, 
they will be United again in an entire body, enjoy reſt and peace, 
and live under the Protection of a prince, who of all Princes in Europe 
is beſt able to defend them againſt all their Enemies and whoſe inte- 
reſt will be to gire all poſſible encouragement to their Trade and to 
make their Countrey the Nurſery of his Seamen, and in all other te- 
ſpects the ſupport of his Naval Strength. Not to mention that if they 
mult be ſlaves, firſt, they might rationally hope to have the ſatisfacti- 
on afterwards, of lending a helping hand to bring their Neighbours, 
and in truth all Europe into the ſame condition with them. 

Tbirdly we come now to the dividing and ſharing of the Country 
with the French, which by what hath already been ſaid will appear ei- 
ther impraCticable or rather hurtful than advantageous , for this ſhar- 
ing muſt be either by a Conqueſt on both ſides, as 6he Dautclies of 
Cleveer and fnliers were formerly, when Prince Maurice and the 
Marquiſi of Spine/aentred at the ſame time into thoſe Countries with 
row great Armies,and took each what they could, the one on the behalf 
of the Elector of Brandenburg „and the other of the Duke of Ne burg g 
or elſe that the French having Conquered and poſſeſſed all, mou give 
us part of their acquiſition. 

The firſt cannot be ſuppoſed as long as we have no Army in the 
Country. And in truth can bring none able to match that of the French, 
and eo Cor quer as faſt as they, though they had nor a foot of Ground 
yet in the United Provinces , But as the caſe doth now ſtand, it is 
plain they would be Maſters of all before our long Boats could come 
on Shore, 

And as to their giving us a ſhare, after an abſolute Conqueſt, there 
are three things to be confidered, 1. It is worth the inquiry, bow 
farr they are engaged by their Treaty, and what ſhare we arc to have : 
for all appearances are very deceitful, if the French bave promiſed 
to give us any thing more then a fair leave to take what we can, 2. It 
is apparent by what hath been ſaid before, at what rate theis 
promiſes and other ſuch engagements are to be valued. 3. The rature 
and conſtitution of the Country being ſuch that it cannot ſtand divided, 
without not only a very great inconvenience to both parties, but the de- 
ſtruction of one of them, The French King, what ever be had pro- 
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miſed ; cannot be willing to give us ſvch'a, ſhare as would brirg his 
own under the Engliſh ſubject ion. Ard if his M2jeſty ſhould bave but 
an inconfiderable part of the Corqueſt he could neither reap avy beni- 
fit by it nor protect it againſt the French power without exhauſting 
both his Treaſure and his Men, Nay it may be ſaid further, and al] 
that know the Country will grant that unleſs Amſterdam with the Zuy- 
der Sea were ſplitt and all the ſhipping divided to have each one half of 


the whole, no true diviſion can be made, And whoever is Maſter of 


that Town will ſoon or late ſubdue a'l the reſt. 

[tis true if we had ſome Sea Towns, and the French had nothing 
to do with the reſt, it might be for a while a Curb to Holand and pro- 
cure us ſome a2vantages in Trade, But if the French peſl.fs all the 
Countrey , what proportion can there be between their acquiſition and 
ours? And after the accellion of ſo great a power to their Empire, 
can any rational man imagin ſome few places they ſhould give us, 
would be a ballahce to cheir forces, or a ſecure fence againſt their 
Ambitiqus and aſpiring thoughts? 

To cleare this further; and to demonſtrate how dangerous it is for 
Englaxa to deftroy the Ballance of Europe in hopes of having a ſhare in 
the ſpoyl, and of encreaſing our Dominions, It is to be conſidered 


that in the peruſal of our Exgliſꝭ Hiſtories, we fird all our Foreign 


Conqueſts either unfortunate in the end or an unprofitable eharge to the 
Kingdom; whilſt to maintain them, the Seas muſt be perpetually eroſſ- 
ed, for ſupplying of them, with Men, Mony, and neceſſavies. Nay, 
after the Corquett of the beſt part of the Kingdom of Fravce ue could 
not defend it long againſtthe remaining part, And even loſt what be- 
longed to his Maj ſties Royal Anciſtors by right of inheritance, after 
a quiet and uninterrupted poſl. flion for ſome hundreds of years.- Since 
that time what new acquiſitions hath been made, hath likewiſe been 
returned either for conſiderable Sums of Money, or upon ſome other 
conſidetations relating to the State of Eurepe in thoſe daies. 
Ard leaſt it might be objected, That thoſe former Conqueſts were 
either leſs prudently undertaken , or harder to be kept than theſe we 
ſeem to go upon now: it is obſervable firſt that our Fore-fathers ei- 
ther undertooke a lone the ſaid — or elſeif the joynꝰd with any 
other Prince (as when they were aſſiſted by the Houſe of Burgundy 
they ſtill had and kept to themſelves the greateſt and moſt conſiderabſ e 
ſhare, Sccondly That irrwasxver the intereſt of ſome of the Neigh- 
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bouring Princes England ſhou'd preſcrve ſome part (at leaſt ). of the 
ſaid Acquiſitions, and have ſtill a ſooting on the main, for the Com- 
mon ſafet y and for the ſpecdier and eaſter relief of our Alves, And yer 
though theſe two conditions mett together either the eſſ tial d fl. 
culty of the thing it ſelf or our natural unaptreſs to preſerve what 
we have once gotten , bath made all Earepeas Conqueſts unſuccesful , 
and in truth prejudicial to us. 

But the caſe being thus, What Judgmemt can we make, ard what 
can we rationally expect or promiſe our ſelves of our igterded joynt 
conqueſt with the French, where thoſe conditions before mentioned 
are altogether wanting? Ard where firſt fatt from conquering our 
ſcives we only countenance and promote (by cur ſtreightning the 
Dutch by Sea) the invaſion of a Country, which even whilſt it was 
nothing near ſs conſiderable as it is now ail Europe hath looked upon, 
not only as a fair ſtep, but as the beſt part of che way to the U iverſal 
Monarchy : And which did once occaſion ſo great aco:f:dracy agaiuſt 
the Houſe of Auſtria to wrelt thoſe Provinces out of their hands, 2. 
It is as plain, it is not the French Kings intrelt to give his Majeſty a con- 
fiderable part of the Conqueſts , nor to let us ei joy long what he might 
petadventure give us at firſt for ſome other ends of his own. And to ſe- 
cure this ui known ſhare to us, I do not ſce we have now any Talbott; 
or Earls of Beard at the head of our Victorious Armies to ſet up his 
Majeſties Standard in the Corquered Towns, and leave Engliſh Ga- 
riſons in them. But inſtead of that whillt the Frevev march on and do 
enlarge their Empire, we pleaſe our ſelves with calling the French 
Forees our Forces, And endeavour if not to perſwade our ſeives at 
leaſt to perſwade others All this is done for the honour and glory of 
the Exgliſt Nation, for the Advancement of Trade, for the ſafety of 
his Majeſties Perſon , the ſupport of his Royal authority, And the 
happineſs of his Kingdoms, it is true we do not well know as yet 
(what) we are to have, but ſomewhat wel'e have however (fay-our 
Great men.) And we will not believe the Frerch King ſhall let us go 
without a r:ward , for the paines we take in raiſing him, as much as 
in us lyeth, to the Throne of the univerſal! Monarchy. Nay, ſuppo- 
ling the worſt (faith a great and noble Champion for the French, in a 
Printed Letter to Sir Thomas Oſborn) that we ſhould be ſo ill adviſed, 
as to let the French take all and leave us nothing, yet even in that 


caſe, the French Kisz would rather make their ſtrength at Sea inconſi- 
derable p 
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derable by their being ſubject to him, than his own more formi- 
dable, by his being their Maſter. 

I confeſs this is a new D:monſtration in Poliricks which few men 
would have dreamed of : and if that be all our ſafety, I hope no true 
Engliſh man will be ſwayed by the authority or quality of thoſe who 
go about thus to argue the Kingdom out of its liberty, and turn Egan 
into a French Province. 

Foxrthly. The extream danger and fatal conſ-quences of ſome of 
the former ſuppoſitions , and the impracticableneſs of the other, be- 
ing thus(& I hope clearly) demonſtrated; we need not looſe much time to 
preſs that incaſe (which is the only poſſible event that remaineth) the 
Dutch ſhall recouer their loſſes, and with the help of their Allies be 
able to deal both with England and France, It cannot be his Majeſties 


intereſt to continue a Warr which will miſerably impoveriſh his King- 


d oms, and by the continual Leſſes the Merchants do and are like to 
ſuſtain , bring the Trade of the Nation into ſuch a decaying condition, 
as will not be repaired in many years of Peace, Eſpecially if Spain be 
further provoked to proceed to an open Breach with us, As it is more 
than probable, they will ere long be forced to do. 

But becauſe I ſee many are apt to look upon this Warr through a kind 
of Cloud, and ſeem to be unwilling to have a diſtinct Notion of the ill 
conſequences with which it is attended, but reflect only in General and 
confuſedly upon a ſuppoſed diſtruction of the Dutch, & ſome imaginary 
Advantages accrewing to us by it, which yet they cannot inſtance 
in much leſs demouſtrate upon any rational grounds: I think it ne- 
ceſſaty to add to what we have ſaid allready, ſome few conſiderations 
relating both to Spain, and the Empire. 

As to Spain, it is firſt well known what that Crown is, to expect 

from France , as ſoon as theſe may have any oportunity of deſtroying 
them. And | ſuppoſe no body doubts but that the Sani Conrt will 
by all poſſible means oppoſe the Encreaſe and ftop the Progreſs of the 
greateſt and formidableſt Enemies they have. 

2. It is as plain, that in caſe the French come to be Maſter the Vnited 
Provinces, the Spaniſh Neat her- Land will of Courſe and unavoidably 
fall into their hands, notwithſtanding the famous Triple League which 
by the way will be Triple no longer, when the Dutch Common Wealth 
1s gone. 

. Although the Crown of Spain had no Dominions in the Low- 
Countries 
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Countries, It would be as mi eb their intereſt to preſerve the Unit 
Provivces, entire, And in true policy , they ought to venture all theif 
K'ngdoms ; and to the very laſt of their men to prevent if it be poſſibſe 
ſo formidable an accefli>n of Naval Power to the French, after which 
nn Plate Fleet or Gallions could ever come ſafe, nor conſequently their 
Monarchy ſtand moch Longer, 

4. The Emperor beingalready engaged, ard hoſtilities begun be- 
eween him and the French, Spain can no longer ſtand out, and they 
are bound to run the ſame fortune as well by late and private Treatics 
as by the Joynt-interelt of their Family. 

5. And laſtly Spain havirgalready by their Aſſiſtanoe given to the 
Duck , whereby all the conſiderable Towns In Brabant, where pre- 
ſerved, & by the late Attempt upon Char/eroy ſo highly incenſed the 
French againſt them they can venture nothing more by an open Breach, 
it is much ſafer ſor them to declare whilſt the hands of the French are 
full, then to be expoſed to their fury after their Conqueſt ended, From all 
this it plai ly Followeth, that a breach between Spain and Frarce 
is not to be avoyded, But the ſame Arguments prove likewiſe, that, in 
caſe we do perſ ſt in our Alliance with the French, they muſt break 
with us as well as with them: And ſince they are ſo farr concerned in 
the preſcrvation of the Dutch, they canotn think themſelves ſafe if the 
others are deſtroyed. 

It is their Intereſt by making this Warr as deſtructive to us as they 
can, to perſwade us more effectually, than they could do hitherto into 
2 friendſhip with their Allies, for to ſay they dare not proceed to a 
breach z they are afraid of us, and we know how to Order them in the 
Weſt- Indies ; This were good if their A did not ly at ſtake, and if by 
their breach with us they could endanger more then the ſame A, 
Whereas to the Contrary by venturing all, they may, and will in all 
likelyhood , ſave both themſelves and all Ewrope. 

This being Granted (as it muſt needs bee, if truth do inthe leaſt 
prevail with us;) I need not uſe many words to make all England 
ſenſible, ot the ſad conſequences of a Spanih Warr , I'le bintonly. 
thoſe that are undeniable: As fir}, the ſeizure of all our Aferchants 
Eſtates, amounting in the whole to a vaſt Sum. 2. The loſs of 
our Trade with them, which of all other is the moſt beneficial to 
the Kingdome; And without which our Wollen goods muſt lye upon 
our bands, and balf of our Weavers, Spinners, Cc. go a begging. 
3. The 
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3. The Interruption of our Levant, and Plartations Trade, which 
cannot in caſe of Breach be ſecured by ordinary Convoys. Ad 
(not to mention the Spaniſo Men of War which both as to number 
and ſtrength are ſofficient to cruiſe in the Streights.) With what ei- 
ther encouragement or ſafety can our Traders venture abroad; if, 
beſides, the Dateh Capers, the Seas come to be infeſted with Oftenders, 
Biſcaines, Majercans, and Minorcans? Who are none of them inte- 
riors tothe Fluſhingers , and are as well Skilled as they in the Art 
of Piracy; Nay, did not theſe very men without any help take above 
fifteen hundred Ships from us, in the late Spani/h War, hen Sayn 
was at the loweſt; and fought alone againſt us and France. 4. By 
the loſs or at leait the interruption of our Trade, kis Majeſties Cu- 
ſtomes, which is the conſiderableſt Branch of his Revenue, will 
come to little or nothing; ſo that to ſupport the War, new Taxes 
muſt be raiſed in !icu of it: And proportionably ſo much greater 
Subſidies granted to his Majeſty. 

If from Spayy we come to the Empire ; we find the Emperor him- 
ſelf and the Elector of Brandenburg, already engaged in the quarrel, 
and many other Princes upon declaring, ſo that it is now high time 
both for the Parliament and all true Engliſb- men, to look farther 
then we have done yet, and to examine with more care the conſe- 
quence of this War. For the Fire which both we and France 
have kindled, is like to conſume all Exrepe, if we do not make haſt 
ro quench! it, and by a timely Retreate give way to ſafe Counſels. 
And for a cloſe to this ſecond Part of our Diſcourſe, I defire the 
following Conſiderations may be ſeriouſly Debated and weighed. 

Firſt, What horrid ſpitling of Chriſtian Blood we'l be the occaſion 
of, if by our willful promoting of the Ambitious defignes of the French 
(even ſo Palpable againſt our Intereſt) we force all the reſt of Europe 
to take up Armes in their own defence, and to unite all for their Com- 


mon ſafety & for the preſervation of that Liberty which(as though we · 


were led by Witchcratt) we mercily go about to deſtroy. 
2. How Prejudicial this Warr will b: tous, incaſe the confedrate 


Princeſs do over Ballance the Power of Fraxcez And by raiſing the 


raputation and the Credit of the Dutch (which laſt is the only thing 


they want) enable them not only to pay their Land. Armies, but like- 
wiſe to ſet out as great and as conſiderable Fleets as ever. And I do hot 


ſee that either of them ought to be looked upon as very e: 
inee 
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ſacs firſt it is Fry certain; and all choſe that knew the Country will 
nt, That if the NMallandori had but ſome ſueceſs (either 
their own Armies, Or by the help of their Allies ) chey 'I be able to 
take vp without trouble, in a very ſhori time, as much Money as 
they may have occafion for, And in the ſecond place it ſeemeth pretty 
rational to jadg that the houſe of Auſtria with the conjunction of many 
Potent Princes, will ſtruggle a whilc for their lives, and may be hard 

enough for the French. 
3- But how much greater will the danger be if neither Germany nor 
Spain are able to ſtop the Progreſs of the French & And in caſe they 
muſt all yield, and ſubmit themſelves to the Victorious Armes of the 
molt Chriſtian King, what will become of Poor Eng/and? muſt his 
Majeſty, (I ſpeak it with due reſpect to his Royal and ſacred perſon) 
be Tennant at will?orelſe Do we preſume ſo far on our own ſtrength ay 
to imagin we may do what the reſt of Europ cannot? And that though 
the French had conquered all , we ſhould not fear them the more? and 
could ſtill defend our ſelves againſt them? Let thoſe that have Adviſed 
his Majeſty to this Warr ſpeak,they muſt now pull their Vizard off, they 
muſt appear in their truv ſhapez& Tell us plainly whether they are paid 
for makiog the French King the Univerſal Afonarchy, And whether to 
bring down new Golden — into their Laps, England muſt ac 
Leaſt be made Tributary to the French, ſome few Hackney writers 
will not ſerve the Turn now, And twenty filly ſtories againſt Holland, 
cannot make it adviſable for us, to joyn with the French King againſt 
the Greateſt part of Exrope, When this Warr was entred upon, no 
enemies were thought on, at leaſt ſpoken of, be ſides the Dateb. 
This was the only game we followed at fitſt, And we xpected no other 
prey to divide between us and the French. But now, ſuppeſing that we 
had taken never ſo much care for an equal ſharing of the United Provin- 
cet, concerning which we referr our iclves to what hath been (aid be- 
fore, will our great men aſſure us further, That the Lincs are alſo 
fallen to us in the pleaſant places of Europe, And that his Majeſty is to 
ſhare the Univerſal Empire with the moſt Chriftian King, I grant the 
Dutch have offended us, And that our Warr againſt them is not ur juſt. 
But is ĩt juſt therefore ro deſtroy ſo many Princes who cannot Subſiſt 
without them, & who for their own preſervation ate forced to Venture 
all ro preſerve the United Previnces ? In few words the Sccane is aite- 
red : And though our infinite 2 leads us, not to ſuſpect the ſi-: 
cer ty 
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eeraty of the French or flat the encreaſe of their power, moſt Prir £4 
of Europe are of another mind; And whatever coms of it; bey are 
reſolved to ſtand by and protect the Dutch, as long as they are able 
to protect themſelves; fo that to conquer Hollas All their Allies mult 
be deſtroyed firſt : And the French King muſt needs be Maſter of the 
beſt part of Europe before we can have to our ſhare cither the Brie! or 
Fluſhing. 

I might Add ſeveral other conſiderations (And perbaps of no leſs 
weight then the former) to evidence the fatal conſequences of this 
Warr. But by reaſon they do relate to the ſafety and preſervation of 
our Lawes (as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil) I forbear, leaſt it ſhould 
be thought I go about (or intend in the lraſt) to raiſe a Jealouſie be- 
tween his Majeſty and his people : leaving it wholly to the care and 
wiſedom of the both Houſes to provide againſt it, by thoſe means, and 


trayes as to them ſhall ſcem meet and neceſſary, and as the Importance 
of the thing it ſelf requireth. 


ITT: 


So farr (L hope we have made good what we bave ſaid in the begin- 
ing of this Diſcourſe ; That this was an age of wonders , And that of 
thoſe wonders the greateſt was the preſent Alliance with France; And 
our proſecuting the Warr in ſo dangerous an Aſſociation. But fince 
there ate no effi ts ſo rare or ſo wonderful, as well in the Civil Go- 
vernment as in the Courſe of Nature, but have proper Agents to pro- 
duce them; it is very At to enquire into the cauſes of our Miſterious 
Councills , the better to judge of their true nature. \ 

In order to that, It will not be amiſs, to look a little abroad and 
conſider whether the Policy of ſome other Princes, who are engaged 
in the ſame Alliance with the French may not be a Leading caſe for us 
And help our diſcov:ry at home, 

Thoſe Princes arc te Biſhop of Munſter and the Electer of Collen, 
And as ta the fi-, All the world knows and we have bad a ſufficient ex- 
perience our ſelves how farr Money will go with him. Nay he is fo 
farr honeſt in this, that he doth think it no ſhame to own and profcts 
it.openly, He is but a Tennant for life, And whatever fills his Coffer, 
that he takes to be his true intereſt The Univerſal Monarchy doth 
not intrench upon the Soverainity of either, his Brothers or — 


UN 
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And a gonfiderable and rich is the only Principality he can leagt 
them; Whilſt bis preſent Subjects ar deſtroyed, he hoards vp Treaſu- 
ries for bis Family, And let the worſt come, Some rich Abbeyes in 
Fraxce will bring him more Reyennes then his Biſbep prick, As lately 
a Northern King did for the like, exchange his Crown, ſo that the caſe 
is cleare with him, And if the States would out bid the French, bis 
Highneſs would ſaon forget his Old Quarrells, and provs the beſt of 
their friends. 
be next is the Elector of Cella, ho (to do him right) is a Religi- 
ou and a worthy Prince, And one who in his one nature, is agreat 
loyer of peace : But how could he be perſwaded then to make his Coun- 
try the Seat of the Warr ? To give his ſtrong holds to a Forreigner ? 
And to expoſe bis Subjects to all the Calamities, which the inquarte- 
iat of an Inſolent Army doth bring along with it. To this the anſwer is 
lain, The Softneſ: of his naturg , and the Eafineſs of bis diſpoſition, 
— made him deyolye upon his Chief Aſiniſters the whole Goycrn- 
ment of his Dominions, ard the abſolute direction of his Counſells, 
His great favorite (another Boop) is of the ſame Religion and Prin- 
ciples which tbat of AMunſter and the Debenarity of the Maſter, js no 
fence againſt the corruption of the Servant, Quid vultis mibi dare & 
tr adam eum vobir, Nay if the Biſhop of Strasburg (the ſaid Favorite) 
doth ſtick at any bard thing , and is at any time ſomwhat troubled in 
his mind; for the undoing of ſo many thonſands of Families, and for 
betraying his Truſt fo ſhamefully , he hath his Brother at his Elbow 
(the late Biſhop of Ments a ſworn Champion for the French, and of 
whom they uſed to ſay in jeaſt (that he was a dear friend to them) rea- 
dy to comfort thme upon all occaſions, and to ſpurr him on with more 
fury, Thus if you ask, where the Intereſt of the Arch Biſbep of 
Collen lyeth in this Alliance with France, And how comes it he will 
ſuffer his Country to be laid as waſte , as if the Teri had over run it ? 
Let it not be wondred at, The French Per ſioners will haye it ſo, And 
the-two Brothers Furſtenburg are paid for it. 

The Cace being thus a broad, I wiſh our Iſland might boaſt of the 
ſame happineſs as to corrupt Covnceliars, Which Ireland r jcyeth in 
their being free from ai] Venimous Creatures, And that no politick 
Vipers might be able to breath in our Eng/i6 Ayte; without ſoon 
breathing out their lives, But alas ! our Chronicles do furniſh us with 
two many Inſtances of the 7 „ And without looking any for- 

2 they 
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ther back for Preſedents his Majeſty bimſelf and this Very Parliament 
have (nor many years fince) fufficiently exoreſſed how farr they are of 
opinion that Great Aſinifters may betray their truſt. 

On the other fide', becauſe ſome have been guilty , they muſt not 
be all indifferently condemned, And we ought to have a great care 
not to paſs a raſh Verdict upon Perfons whom his Majeſty bath irradi- 
ated with ſo many illuſtirous beams of his Princely favour. The ſafeſt 
way then not to wrong neither the Caball nor the truth, is te take a 
ſhorr ſurvey of the Carriage of che chief Promoters of this Warr, Lea- 
ving the Judgment of either their Innocency or their Guilt to the un- 
prejudiced reader. 

1. I will not infiſt much upon ſome whiſpers (come to loud talking of 
late) of the wonderful effect the French Kings Liberality bad (almoſt 
four years fince in converting the ſtrongeſt appoſers of his Intereſt, & 
though there be many]od paſſages in it which are come to the Knowled 
of ſeveral conſiderable membersof both houſ.s)ycr — not able my ſelf 
to lay the whole mattet open, and having it only at the ſecond band, 
T leave the full diſcovery of it to the party Concerned, who (I am en- 
formed upon the lcaſt encouragement) and provided he may do it with 
ſafety to his Perſon will at any time be ready to trace out (in the view 
& to the ſatisfaction of the whole world) the firſt ſtepps rowards our 
undoing, and to ſhew p/aiuly when che foundation of this Miſtery of 
10iquity was laid. 

2. But howſocver whether all that is reported of this be true or not, 
I ſuppoſe it is not uſual to fee ſo great a familiarity (as hath been ob- 
ſerved long ſince betwe:n Forreign Embaſſaders and Firſt Minifters of 
State, Continual treatings and frequent goings to Country houſes, 
there to ſtay ſeveral daics, and weeks, is a new thing in the World, 
And an Embaſſadvrs uſing ſo Noble a houſe with ſo much freedom, 
gave a juſt cauſe to all obſerving men to conclude he bad paid dear for 
it. I am ſure his Majeſty himſelf vas not very well pleaſed with it at 
ſt, Though they have proved pretty ſucceſsful , in the Art they have 
uſcd ſincee to reconcile him to theit intrigues,! 

” 3, Wehave ſcen in the firſt part of this diſcourſe , how farr not on- 
ly his Maj:ſty, but his Great men Jikewiſe thought it neceſſary to 
keep a true balance between the reſpectiye Princes and States of Eu- 
rope, and to ſtop the progreſs of the French. What Steps where firſt 
made in order to it and how the Datch were Courted into an Alliance 

with 
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wirh us; joynely to allay the Stormes the Eifturb. rs of mankind lad 
raifcd , and Quench their devouring Flames, Nay, we made it ap- 
pear the Triple: League was not entred into, out of a perſonall kind- 
neſs tothe Spaniards but only for (elf preſervation , and to prevent 
the overrunning of Chriſtendom , Whereupon tis worth the while to 
enquire of the ſame parties, and defice them to inform both houſes and 
the reft of the Nation which way the ballance of Europe came to 
be ſo much alter ed; And what bath made the French tince the Treaty 
of Aix loſe formidable than before? bath the Houſe of Auſtria had any 
new acce ſſi n of power ? or did the Invaſion of Lorain weaken the 
moſt Chriftia» King Could we value our ſclves four or five years 
fince, by raiſing high Bancks againſt ſome few French Waves, and 
now be as proud again of letting in their whole Ocean? The 7eopardy 
E «rope was ſuppoſed to be in was (moſt certainly) infinitely increa ed, 
And the ſame Hanibal is now much nearer to our Gates than ever 
be was, And yet we never thought our ſelves ſo ſecure; and whilſt 
the Shipp of Europe is neete ſinking. the Cabalte (which is the Meaſure of 
their faith) no not apprehend the leaſt danger, Happy men who can 
ſe ſuddenly be transformed into new Creatures ! Who would not 
wiſh to have a ſhare in your enlightening Graces ? 

But to the matter of fact, by the Treaty of Aix la Chappellgall Prin. 
ees in Chriſten tom were invited into the garanta for the greater ſecurity 
& ſtrengthening of the agraement then made between Sayn and France. 
Purſuant to this (as we have ſaid before) his Majeſty ſent a M iſter to 
the Proteſtant Princes in Germany to invite them into the Garanty 
of the ſaid Treaty of Aix, or in other words, into the Triple · League. 
And not long after , upon the ſame Grounds propoſalls were made to 
ſeveral other Princes to draw them into the ſame League z To which 
the Duke Lorrain (with ſome other that had promiſed to come in) be- 
ing very much inclined, and the thing being brought neer a concluſi- 
on, the moſt Chriſtian King (who by that time was moſt manfully 
working under ground to deſtroy the Triple League, and who 
dreaded nothing more then a faſter tying of that Gordian knot) to pre- 
vent the Aſſociation, did very fairly invade Zerrais , and was nter 
taking the Duke himſelf Priſoner. > 

In this Invaſion, there are three or four thirgs that are obſervable. 
1. B:ſides the ſcandal of ſuch an unjuſt oppreſſion, and the indignation 


it ought to have raiſed in all Princes to ſee a Soveraign Prince thus = 
WWW a; ; * te 
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ted out of his own Nominions j nothing could ever — greater in- 

he into the Ambitious Deſignes of France, nor dilcoyer more fully 
their Intenfions, none but an Univerſal Monarch, can pretend to a 
right of diſplacing Princes, and diſpoſing both of their lives and of 
their Territories, and therefore nothing could deſerve à bigher reſent- 
ment nor a more vigerous oppofition from thoſe that bad appeared ſo 
lately the aſſerters of the Liberty of Buren. 2. This Violence was 
an open Breach of the Pireneax Treaty, and conſequently of 
The Treaty of Aix la Chappelle, which was a renewing and a further 
confirming of the other, And ſo far the Triple League was concerned 
in it. 3. It was deſtructive to the very end and ſcope of the ſaid 
Treaty of Aix, which was to put 'a ſtop to the Progreſs of the French 
and to the encreaſe of their Power, the Addition of that fair Duke- 
dome, being as conſiderable if not more then their Conqueſt in the 
Spaniſh Netherlands, And withall Part of the Spaniſb Dominions , 
gither blocked up and Beſeiged by it (as Luxemburg) or cut off from 
the reſt, and all communication eaken from them, as the County 
of Burgundy. 4. The great Z:al which the Duke of Lorraine had 
expreſſed to joyn with the other Princes engaged in the Tripple 
League, was the true cauſe why he was thus perſecuted ; though 
ſome other unjuſt and frivolous pretences were uſed. 

Upon all theſe grounds, the Duke of Lorraine was in good hopes 
the Triple League would protect his innocency, and not forſake 
Europe by forſaking him. And to quieken them, he ſent ſome of 
his Servants to the reſpective Courts of the Parties Engaged. W here- 
upon our great Men adviſed his Maj-ſty not to concern himſelf 
in the Quarrel, though his own inclinations and love to juſtice, led 
him not to refuſe his Aſſiſtance to a Prince who had laid upon him 
many great and high Obligations, and eſpecially in an occaſion 
wherin the Liberty as well as che Honour of Chriſtendom was ſo far 
concerned. But the Miniſters it ſeemeth, carried it againſt their 
Maſter, and the Duke of Lorraines Envoy was ſent back with a Com- 
plement-and many expreiſions of kindneſs, but told withall the Frenh 
Inyafon was a Torrent not to be ſtopped at that time. A Torrent 
not ito be ſtopped at that time And what was then the uſe of the 
Tripple League? what will become of all the fine ſpeeches made in 
j.'s commendation? and was it harder to obliege the French King 
to return Ferri, :hen to force him to reſtore the French Connte, 
At 
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a He wa» y the Freaty of Aix; incaſe we bad b en Rill true to 


our Intreſt, ani had been ſwayrd by no other co..fidcration? [dew 
manens i dem, femper ſacit i em. 

About the ſame time, whereas we had ſent to ſeveral Princes to 
invite them into the Tripple League, the Emperor who.might as 
juſtly have expect d the ſame Compliment, did by a Leiter to his 
Majeſty invite bimſelr, and in conformity to one of the Articles of 
the Treaty of Aix defired.to be admitted into the Garanty, 

Uoon the receiving of the Letter (his Majeſty upon whoſ: good- 
neſs ſome of our great Men had not had tim: to work yet) aſ- 
ſured the S h]’ Ambaſſador (who had delivered the Letter) he 
was glad his Emperial Majefty was ſo ready to come into the 
Eeague, and told bim he would cauſe an Inſtrument to be prepared 
in order to the ſaid Admiſfi on. Bat when the reſolution was ta- 
Ren, and Orders given for preparing the ſaid Inſtrument. It was firſt 
moved that Mr. Secretary Trevor (who was not initiated in their holy 
Miſteries) might not have the drawing of it though it was bis proper 
Province, And then having made themſelves the ſole Maſters of the 
thing, a tollerable and reaſonable honeſt draught was firſt brought 
in, but before it was perfected, they acted their part ſo ingeniouſly 
(with the help of AMionſicur Colbert) that in the end they poſſeſſed bis 
Majeſty with the opinion, that the admitting of the Emperor, would 
„ be attended with very dangerous cor ſcquences; and that in caſe he 
„ came into the League, his Majeſty would be engaged in ali his Quar- 
„tels and bound to make his Forces March (as the before mentioned 
Author of the Letter to Sir Thomas Oſborne expreſſes himſelf) into 
,» the fartheſt parts of Germany, as often as it ſhould happen to be In- 
„ Vaded by the Great · Turk. The late Secretary Trevor, oppoſed this 
as much as he was able, and endeavoured to ſatisfie his Majeſty , that 
the Gararty of the Triple League , as well as of the Treaty of Aix 
la Chapelle, related only to the Agreſſion and other Hoſtilities from 
either France or Spain, Propterea ( ſaith the Treaty) by reaſon of 
the ſaid Allyarce. But the wary cautious men (as well as of the great- 
er number) carried it, And the Emperors proffer was rejected. 

Nay, as ſoon as ſome of our Jemi Gods, had cut the ſatal Triple 
K nor, with the Diamond Sword of their Alexander, the poor now 
but formerly ſo vaunted Triple League , was trampled under foot. 
turned into Nidiculs and leſs valued then a Balade : Ris Majeſty _u 

they 


— 


(49) 

chemſclves Ges the Treaty of Air, bad thought it very rational 

very neciſſary withal, ie invite other Princes into the ſaid 
Rusgus, or in other words, into the G of the Treaty of Aly ; 
purſuant to the VI I. Articls of the ſaid Treaty, whereby all Kings, 
States, and Princes, are invited into it. But as if they remembred nei- 
ther his Ma jeſties ſending of Exveyes to the Princes of Germany , nor 
the words of the Treaty it ſelf: They tell ys now (in the ſame Prin- 
red Letter) That the neceſſity of inviting all Princes into the Triple 
League, & a Maxime much in vogue with ſome who looking very grave , 
do therefore take it very ill if * that reaſon, you will not allow them to 
be infalliable : And afterwards becauſe the Triple Leagne is often men- 
tioned, without mentioning the Garanty of Aix, ( which is in truth 
the thing meant by, it) te ſay (faith the Author) we ſhould invite 
them into the Triple League _—T hat, if h mark, it is ſuch 4 kind of 
Figure in diſcourſe, as commonly ts called a Bull, Fidem veſtram, 
Dij imortales. 

4. We have gone yet farther then all this, And the civil applica- 
tions of the French, and their kind entreatics, did ſo prevail with us, 
that loathing the very thoughts of tbe Triple League, and hateing al. 
moſt any thing that rclated unto it; we ſuff.red an Agent of ours, 
one Harſilly, whom we had ſent to the Smitzers to invite them 
into the Garasty of Aix (and who was intercepted and taken Pri- 
ſoner by the French, whi-ſt he was very buſie in the execution of 
what commands he had received not many Months before from our 
Grcat- men) to be broken upon the #heel at Pari, although one 
fingle word from us would have ſaved bis life. Neither did we take 
it ill (ſuch is our good nature) that upon the very Scaffold, twenty 
Queſtions were put to him relating te his Majeſties Perſon. And 
(in that publick and infamous Place) a ſtrict inquiry made into the 
particulars of what had paſled between him and the K ing of England, 
for thus was his Majeſty often mentioned ard named. 

5. Bat to take off ſomwhat of the wonder and ſtrangneſs of our 
neglecting, or forſaking our Leagued friends for the moſt Chriſtian 
Kings fake, we ſoon ſhewed as much ſeif-denyal in our own concerns 
and grew civiliſed co admiration, by our inward converſe with the 
Mon ſieurs, whereof we'l give only three Inſtances. 

The firſt is that whi'ſt we ſtormed againſt the Dutch, for rot pro- 


motinr a far as they were bound, the com irg away of ſome Families 
that 
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that would leave Surauam, we found no fault with the French; their 
keeping uFabove four years out of St. Chriftophers, No more then 
with their deſtroying, in the mean while that part of the Iſtand which 
belonged to his Mrjeffies Subjefts., And we would have thought it 
a rudeneſs in us, to have preſſed too bard on his moſt Chriſtian Ma. 
jcſty for a ſpeedy or punctual performance of his Articles, Nay if 
the French — in choſe parts are to be believed, there was 23 
very good underſtanding in relation to the ſaid Ilan, between ſome 
of our Grandees and tha French Court, as doth appear by the natra- 
ive wy Lord Milongiy deliverc to the Council of Plantations, and 
nich 1s Entred in their Books. 

The next is, that by any Ordinance of the French Privy Council, 
(which is now the Statute Law of that Kingdom) all their Sea and 
Land Officers, and Commanders in the [lands of America being ſtrictly 
enjoyned and required to fecure to their Maſter the Sever asgniry of 
thoſe Seas z the ſaid Ordinances having been brought in by a Perſon 
of Quality to the Cabinet Council, it was at firſt muſt declaimed a- 
gainſt, but ſoon buried in oblivion, and put up amongſt the uſcleſs 
Papers, though the French Purſuant to it, bave fince much inter- 
rupted our Trade, and have proved infinitely vexatious in ſo much 
(as L am credibly informed) that the preſent Covernour of 7 amaice bath 
ſent word fince his being there) that not withſtanding their old Quar- 
rell with the Ipaniards it would be much eaſier to keep a good Corre- 
ſpondence with tham then with the French our dear Allies, 

And for a laſt Inſtanee of ourmore then ordinary civility to the French 
ſeveral Traders in Lenden have prepared a Petition to bis Majeſty in 
Councill, to complain of the oppreſſion theic Facters and Agents lay 
under in France, with a true ſtate of theit Caſe and a ſhort account of 
their greivances , this came to the Knowledge of ſome of our Great 
Miniſters, and they having had the peruſal of them before the delire- 
ry of it, ſtopt by their Authority all farther proſecution of the mat- 
ter, and put off the ſaid Merchants with a promiſe they would ac- 

uaint the French Embaſſader with thair Complaints, and ſee it 

ould be redrefſcd through his means. How farr they have been in- 
couraged in their Trade ſince that promiſe, they are beſt able to 
Judge , but however it was not fit) the Nakedoefs of our dear Friends 
ſhould be thus expoſed to the view of the whole Conncil-Byerd. 

And The feregoing particulars are Bore than ſvfficigat to ſatiafy 

2 any, 
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any impait'al and underſtanding Reader, how farr the Frexch have 
influenced our Coxyſe/ls,and with all they give us a great light, and help 
us much to diſcern, whether in truth we have broken the Triple League 
(or at leaſt let it fall,and diſſolve of it ſelf ) for no other e aſon, but 
becauſe we were con trained to fall out with the Dutch, and to defend 
our ſclyes againſt their oppreſſion as the ſo often cited noble Aut ber 
would per ſwade us or elſe if it may hot beſaid rather (and upon uch 
better grounds) that becauſe it was not the Frerch Kings Irtereſt the 
Triple League ſhould ſubſiſt, we bave therefore reſolved to break 
with the Datch, Thus to be ſubſervient to the ends of his moſt Chriſti. 
«an Maieſty. | 

But by reaſon this might ſeem, ſomwhat harſh at firſt and be look. 
upon as eyere a conſtruction of our Great mens intentions it is ne. 
ceſſzxFto evidence further how indu'trious the Caballe have been, 
intheir endeavoyrs to mgke this Warr juſt (or to be thought ſo at lcaſt) 
after they had onde reſolved to make Warr, 

Thus they firſt made a great noiſe of infamous Libe/s, horrid Pi/7- 
ures Pillars ſett up and Medalls coyned; to the infinite diſhonour 
df bis Aajeſties Perſon and of his Royal Dignity , whereas to this day, 

ne of thoſe Libellu or Pictures could be produced, And the Pillars 
had never no being but in the imagination of thoſe who made it their 

work, toraiſea Jelouſie between the Two Nations and ſet Europe in a 
Flame, It is true there was a Aſtadal Coyned which might have been 
ſoared, but as ſoon as it was known in Holland, ſome exceptions were 
taken at it, the Stamp was broken to peeces, and withal all imparti- 
al men that have ſeen in could not diſcern any thing in it which could 
gire ſo much offence or that looked like an aff. ont intended to his 
Majeſt y. ; 

B.{ides this thinking it very material to have in this as well as in 
the late Marr, if not the clamour, at lraſt the concurrence of the 
Traders, they ſent for ſeveral of them and endeavoured to draw from 
them ſome Complaints againſt the Datch for the ſtrengthening of the 
Good caile. Wherein it is very oblervable that the Committee of the 
Eaſt India Company beirg (amongſt others) defired to bring in their 
Greivazces they anſwered and gave it under their hands, they knew 
o? no wrong done to them by the Datch fince the Treaty at Breda (or 
words to that eff. ct) But it ſecmeth the Compiler of his Aſajeſties De- 
claration was better informed, And knew more of the Companies con- 
cerns then their Committee, But. 
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But all this not ſerving the Turn, the ;difficultias which did arriſe in 
the performance of the Conaitions of the Surrender of Suranam, muſt 
be improy.4 to the height, And even aſter Secretary 7 revor had ad- 
juſted the matter with the States, ard had received from them the 
Orders which were agreed upon, Baniſtertg ing was retarded , and 
Sir fobn Trevors agtee ment (as if he had not taitbfully diſcharged his 
truſt in it) lubmitted to the cenſure of the Counſel of Plaxtationt, where 
at laſt the ſaid Baniſter pleaded ſo well his own and Secretary Trevor's 
cauſe that with much ado the one was cleared, aid the other diſ- 
patched away, though with many devices and tricks (too tedious to 
be inſerted here) which (if not grevented) might hay: made his Voy- 
age altogether unſuccesful : But we muſt not torger , chat, the very 
men who found ſo much fault with what Mry Secretary Trevor bad 
done were themſelves ſatisficd with much lesſ, before they had bark- 
ned to new Connſells ; And were not a little Angry with Colonel Ba- 
1iſter for deſiring more than the States were willing to grant. What 
(was it ſaid at that time) do you think we muſt make Warr for you: 
Or that We ate bound to procure you whatſoever may be advantagi- 
ye „to yourſelf, and to your fellow Planters > Quantum mut at us 
ab io, 

Their next work ard (in truth) Great Maſter Price was the ſending 
the Tacht, with Orders to Sayl through the Dutch Fleet, and require 
ſtriking to his d{ajeſtier Flag. And I am fo farr from Juſtifying ot 
excuſing in the leaſt the refuſal which the Duteb Aamiral made to pay 
what reſpect was due to the Engliſh Colours, that the States them- 
ſelves do not own it, and are ready to enter into any new Engagement 
for preventing the like for the future, But there are ſcvera] circum- 
ſtances in it which are worthy of Obſervation: as, That the Datch- 
Fleet was then at Anchor not farr from their own Coaſt, and in a 
dation which by many Geographers is accounted no pa:t of the Britiſh 
Seas, 

2. That the Dutch were out at that time in purſ-a"ce of the T. ile 
League, and to be ready upon occaſion to relieve the Spaniſh Ne- 
ther. Lanis which were threatned by the French, who werte then in 
Mauch with a conſiderable Army, and cam: as farr as Duxberk, which 
on. would think was a very unfit time to ſend out on purpole to pick 
a Quarrel with them: And the rather becaiſe we had promiſed the 


Datch to ſet out a Fleet as well as they, to joyn with theirs, for th: 
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Common ſafety: 3. That the Penfionaire De Witt who Governed 
Holland at that time with a more then Aſizifterial! Anthority took a 
pride in ſtanding upon punctillioes in all things relating to England, 
which maketh the Common Wealth it ſelf to be leſs guilty of any diſ- 
reſpect ſhewed , either to his Majeſty, or to the Nation, through the 
havghtineſs and private animoſity of their Miniſter. And truly I 
muſt needs ſay, that of all the things that are laid to the ſaid De 
Wits charge, there is hardly any which would make me apt to believe 
there was a Private underſtanding between the French and Him, then 
his carraig: in this buſineſs, and bis demurring ſo long upon the ſatis- 
faction, which the greateſt part of the States were willing to give to 
England, whilſt he knew full well, that it was a Quarrel ſought by 
our Miniſters who wanted ſom pofuler pretence to make Farr, and 
keep their word to the Frerch King. 4. That we ſtayed ſeveral months 
before we demanded ſatisfation, Leaſt if we had demanded it too 
early, it had been granted us toe foon. 5. That when Sir George 
Downing was ſent over, he was bound by his Inſtructions not to accept 
of any ſatisfaRion from the Dutch after a certain number of days, wh 
were prefcribedto him, which is a very irregular and unuſal way of pro- 
ceeding in Ewbaſſyer , and mach leſs practicable in Holand than any 
here elſe, It being ĩmpoſſible to have the reſolutions of their Towns 
and afterwards of their Provisces without a confid: rable time. 6. 
That this was made ſo much the more difficult by our demanding not 
onely the uſual ſtriking, which (though ever practiced and due to E- 
gland) was firſt Nationally agreed upon, in 1654. and confirmed by 
the two Treaties with bis Majeſy in 1662. and 1667. But alſo a 
new kind of acknowledgment of the & oversignity of the Seas which is 
not mentioned in the ſaid Treaties. So that by joyning them both 
in Amemorial,if th:Datch did demur upon the ſecond & fo delayed · the 
Granting of the firſt, it was a ready way for us to clamour and poſſeſs 
the whole Nation, the Dutch had broken their Treaty and refuſed to 
Strike to the Ergliſs Flagg. 7. That after the Durch bad given their 
anſwer to the ſaid Sir George Downings Aemorials , he refuſed to re- 
ceive it, and came away without it, againſt a ſecond Order he had re- 
cxiyed under his Majeſties own hand, for which alſo he was Commitr- 
ted to the Tower. But not to wrong the Gentleman, we muſt alſo 
own, that though he had a poſitive and latter Command from his 
Miſter, which did ſo farr reſcind his Inſtructions, yet bis 1— 

ave 
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have whiſpered in his behalf and for his Juſtification that be had te- 
ceived at the ſame time Letters from ſome of our Gteat Miniſters who 
conjured him as he tendred his own good to follow bis Jeſtractions 
and keep cloſe to them. 8. Laſtly it is very obſervable that the Dutch 
having ſent by an Expreſs, the Anſwer, Sir George Downing would not 
receive, We firſt replyed it was dark obſcure and inſofficient » Upon 
which they ſent an Extraordinary Embaſſador who joyntly (with the 
— 5-4 Embaſſador , told our Miniſters that his Maſters intentions 

defire _ to give his Majeſty all poſſible ſatisfaRion in the hp- 
fineſs of the Flagg , they both Ordered and Impowered him, to clear 
what might be obſcure er dark in their Anſwer , and fopply what 
was inſufficient and therefore deſired them to inſtance in what they 
did not approve of. or did think amiſs, or elſe that they would be pleaſ- 
ed to draw up themſe lves after their own Motbod and way what Article 
they thought neceſfary for the preventing of the like inconvenience. 
They Anſwered, the States with their Miniſters knew beſt how to 
Frame and Word their own A»ſwers , neither could it be expected 
they ſhould draw up papers for them. W hereupon the Duteb Embaſ- 
ſaders brought them a Preject of an Article to be agreed upon concer- 
ning the Flagg, and asked them whether it was Worded to their 
mind, and if that would ſatisfy them, To which they gravely an- 
ſwered, that when they had fined and delivered it they would tell 
them their mind concerning it, And the Embaſſadors refuſing (till 
to ſigneit, unleſs they knew before hand it was SatisfaFory,their con- 
ference thus broke off, yet upon ſecond thoughts, the Embaſſadors 
having reſolved to ſigne the ſaid Paper, and to deliver it at a venture, 
they demanded a New Conference, which was promiſed them, and 
Seaven of the Clock at night eppointed , on the Sunday after the En- 
gagement with the Smirna. Fleet, But on the very ſame day leaſt the 
Dutch might comply further with us then we deſired, our Grandes 
did prevail with his Aajeſty to call extraordinarily a Counſel and to 
have without further delay the declaration of Warr, read & approv- 
ed. So that When the Embaſſaders came at their appointed time, 
2 their Paper ready ſigned they were told in ſhort they came too 

ate. 

7. I migbt Add as many and as conſiderable inſtances of what 
Arts and Policy our great Men have uſed to deceive his Majeſty 3 
And to bring him by. degrees into a liking of their War. But this 

matter 
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matter being ſo tickliſh.and nice, That I fear I ſhould not be able 
to go through with it (although I took never ſo much care) without 
expoſing my ſelf to the cenſure of the World, and having either my 


intention or ſome of my expreſſions miſconſtrued, I think it much ſa- 


fer and more prudent to draw a Curtais over that part of the Afs- 
niſtry of the Caball, and leave their Reputation ſo far untouched, ſince 
they have bad the Skill to weave it (as it were) in more then one 
place into that of their after. 

8. For a farther clearing of this and to ſatisfie our ſelves, as far as 
we are able, whether the Conſtruction we do ſcem to make of the 
Carriage and Deſigns of the Cabale, be not to partial, It will not 
be a mils if we endeavour , to diſcover what their own Opinion was 
of it at firſt, and bow far they were perſwaded themſelves, their New 
Connſels were agreeable to the true Intereſt of England, which will beſt 
appear by the two following particulars ; 

The fi:ſt is, Their great care of not truſting with their Afiſterious 
Intriguet, perſons, whoſe either quality, natural Courage, Honeſty, 
or experience, made them ſuſpect they would be either too inquiſitive, 
before they would joyn and concur with them, or elſe too reſty and 
froward, iſ they chanced to be of another mind. And upon theſe 
fait and honeſt Grounds, they reformed their Cabinet Counſel; and 
turned at once out of the Comittee for F orraigu affairs, Prince Rupert , 
the Duke of Ormond, the Lord Keeper, and the late Secretary Trevor; 
This being the firlt Secretary of State that was ever kept out of a 
Commiſſion of that Importance, Not to mention ſeveral other emi- 
nent and conſiderable Privy Counſellors, who till then had been 
Commillioners in all Negotiations and Treaties with France. 

No in caſe the Caba/le had no Deſigns but what were for the ho- 
nour, and the ſafety of the Nation, why they ſhould ſo induſtri. 
ouſly conceal it from perſon that have deſerved ſo well both from 
his Aſajeſty , and from the whole Kingdome, is what paſſeth my poor 
underitanding z, and whocver ĩs able to untiddie this. Erit mihi mag- 
nus Apollo. 

Bit if this be o convincing Argument, the next I hope will be 
ſomwhat plainer z And both Houſcs are beſt able to judge, whether 
their ſitting was ſo dangerous: ot how faithful choſe Counſelers muſt be 
who cou!d adviſe his Majeſty to Prorogue ſo often upon the French 
Kings deſite; A Parliament whole Loyalty and Zcal for their Sove- 
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raigu, is to be match d in go former Ag.. We do rot hear that ei- 
thet the Cecile or Malſing 24am, (ver adviſed the Queen their Miſtreſs : 


Not to call her great Counſel, or ſoffer them to meet, when ſhe 


was preparing to alliit the Proteſtants in France, or to Protect the 
Vnited Provinces again't Phillip the Second. King fames had no rea- 
ſon to fear his Parliament, if they came together, would oppoſe the 
2 iliſta ce of the Pal/grave. And his Majeſty row Reigning , hath 
in the former War againſt the very ſame Enemies, had a ſufficient 
exp. rience of the readineſs of b Ho»ſes, to promote as far as they 
are able, any deſiga which they conceived, may tend to the honour 
and faf: Ty of {its Government, and fo the proſperity of his Kingdome, 
Why then ſhould jour Greatmen obſtruct the chearful Complyance 
of his Majefties faithful Subjets. '3. Why not to call upon thoſe 
whoſe Aſſiſtance was ſo neceſſary, and who never denyed it when 
demanded? Let us not cord:mn them before we have all. Parlia- 
mente (I ſpeak it with due Reverence) are now and then Peeviſh 
things that will not be ſatisfied with fair Words, and pry too far in- 
to Secrets that are not to come to publick view. Our Grandees were 
afraid, if ſo many clear-fighted men came together; ſome one or o- 
ther would ſpy out the Snake that lay in the Graſs, and if their min- 
had once taken vent, the whole Deſign had miſcarried. No, no, 
we'l do better (ſa th the Cabal) e' be wiſer than to run that haz- 
ard; we ate reſolved to make War, and will not be croſſed in it by 
any Parliamentary Clamoars, If for want of a Parliament, we can 
have rio Engliſh Subſidies , we'l makea ſhift with French Supplyes: 
And ib that doth not ſ:rve the turn (obſerve the Gradation, ) we“! 
ſhut up the Exchequer. In the mean while the Smyrna and Eaſt India 
Fleets, will fall into our hands. And when we have all that Trea— 
ſare ; who ſhall dare to find fault with us. 

9. Having brought the Caball thus far, we muſt before we part, 
wait once more on ſome of them as far as Holland, and fo take our 
Leave of them. | 

We have already. given ſome account in the firſt Part of this Diſ- 
courſe, of the new Agreement entred into with the French King , 
by our Plenipotentiaries , and demonſtrated the fatal conſrquences of 
the ſame , what followeth will clear it farther : 

The wonderful Progreſs of the French having ſurprized and fright- 


ed all Europe; Oar Court (who knew what ſlender proviſion = 
made 


( 
made for England in that Conqueſt) was little leſs Alarm'd than the 
reſt: And our Grand Miniſters were diſpatched in Poſt· haſte, both 
to the D«tch and to the French, their greateſt fear , when they went, 
being leaſt they ſhould come too late, And find the whole Country un- 
der the French Subjeftion. After their Arrival in the Hagne, they 
begun their firſt Complements to the States Commiſſioners , that were 
ſent to wait upon them with all the Expreſſions imaginable, both of 
kindneſs to Holland, and of concernment and trouble to ſee the French 
ſo far advanced. There they received an account of Monſieur de 
Greets Negociation , and of the great care the French took of his Mas 
jeſty; which raiſed ſuch an Indignatios in them, that nothing would 
ſerve their turn, but deſtroying out of hand, or at leaſt Maſtering 
the French Fleet, And from thence removing to the Prince of Oran 
his Camp they renewed their kind proteſtations : Aſſured bis Hige- 
eſe , That bis Majeſties intention had never been to give way to the 
Conqueſt of the United Provinces : The moſt Chriſtian King himſelf, 
having often times declared he onely intended to bumble their 
Common-wealth , neither was it fit to ſuffer the French ſhould go on 
at that rate, In the end they took upon them, and engaged to do 
their utmoſt to bring the French Cours to be Satisfied with Marſtricht, 
and the right of keeping Gariſons in the Towns upon the Rn , that 
belong to the Electors of Brandenburg and Colley. And that in caſe 
the French refuſcd to accept of thoſe terms , they would then take new 
meaſures with the States, and confider joyntly of the beſt ways, to 
prevent the deſtruction of their Common-wealth , as well as the dan- 
gerous encreaſe of the Frexch Power. 

With theſe fair promiſes and friendly aſſurances, they proceeded 
on their journey to his moſt Chriſtian 44%, who was ſome few 
hours riding from thence; leaving behind them an infinite ſatisfaction 
inthe minds of all Perſons , with great expectation of a happy Change, 
through their zealous interpoſition. But what may not the Royal E- 
loquence of a molt Civiftian King doe? What, will not his Golden Word 
perſwade , after our Grand Miniſters had been ſome few days in the 
French Army, they found they were miſtaken before, and began 
to have a clearer apprehenſion of, things. The Negotiation of De 
Groete » with the particulars imparted to them at the Hague, was a 
meer ſlander for ſo the French Court told them. The encreaſe of the 
French Power was not to be ſuſpected or feared z thay were too gene- 
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row to al and therefore after they! ad left the prinee o? o- 
range gur days without News from them, they a Jail ſent 
him - were to give ſatisfaction to both Kirgs joynt + 
by : 4 cr Crown could or would treat ſcperately. This 
Un „„ „„ whnitely furprife as well the Prince of Orange, 
at the 5 7 „bis Highneſs (who had full power given him by 


the States to betrat and co clude with England) not to be held long- 
er in luſpente, anſwered the Flenipetentiaries, hg de ſited to know what 
would ſatisſie both . ad what their re ſpective demands were ? 
W hereupon they fent {11m che ynt Propoſals before mentioned, to- 
gether with a Coppy of the na agreement they were entred into ; 
concerning which we'l add oneily co what hath already been ſaid, 
theſe following eric: 


1. Whether they were ſent once ly to promote the French Cerqueſt; 
and if not how they could think it adviſable, by making the Peace 
impoilible, to force the Dutch (as far as in them lay to caſt them- 
ſclves into the Armes of the French King, and ſubmit tliem ſelves to 
bis Domination: 

2. Whether they can deny they knew the joynt Prope/all; tendred 
to the Duteh ſhould not be granted, ſince the French demands alone 
bad been vnanimouſly rejected, & in that caſe, how agreeable ir was to 
the Intere/t of England to make it impcilible for the Dusch to give 
his Majeſty any ſatisfaction. 

3. Whether, they had not received, as well from the Prince of 
Orange as from the States Commiſſioners all pe ſlible Affurar ces 
of the infinite deſire they had to ſee his Majeſty retura to bis for. 
mer Amity with them, and of chtit readinefs to purcbaſe it, at any 
rate, that the Condition they were in would bear? If fo how faith- 
fully the Pleripotentiaries , diſcharged their truſt in neglecting thoſe 
proffers, and entring into a-New Expagement , which was ſo Preja- 
dicial to England as we have made it appear ? | 

4. How tar thoſe that were joyned in Commiſſion with them did 
concur with them in their Iudgement; and whether all thoſe conlide- 
rations, wich many other, were not repreſented to them; And urged 
by ſame-who had no other end, but to ſerve their Mater faithſully? 

5 Whether or no it was for 3 Reaſon , they oppoſed ſo fierce» 
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(50) 
ly, My Lond Vicount Halifax (who came a day or two aſter them) 
his appearing and acting joyntly with them though Commiſſonared in 
as full and as ample manner as themſelves. 

6. Who werethoſe (after my Lerd Hallifax could be kept out no 
_— who went privately to the French Camp under ſeveral preten- 
ces, ahd had ſtill Negotiations of their own on foot? | 

7. Wheth-r they bad Order to call the French King , the King of 
France, and to name him ftill before his Adafter, as well as to ſet 
in the fi place the French demanar before thoſe of their Majeſty ; As 
all chis was done in the Coppies of the Agreement they had made, and 
of both Kings pretenſions which they ſent together to the Prince of 
Orarge by Sir Gabrie, Sylvizs , And to which we may appeale if the 
truth of this be doubted ? 

8 And Laſtlythow farr their laſtructioss, will juſtifie their ſtanding , 
in the behalf of the Fresch, upon a Publick Exerciſe of the Roman 
Catholick Religion in the United Provinces, the Churches to be divided, 
and ebe Remiſh Prieſt; maintained out of the Public Revenue? As 18 


ſet down more at large in the ſecond Head of the French Demand? 


Having thus in all uprightneſs of heart, ſtated as clearly as I am 
able the preſent Grand caſe of the Nation, Wherein I may truly ſay be- 


fore God and his Angells, I have Averred no one thirg without Good 


Vouchers, (and ſuch reſpeRively) 2s the nature of the thing doth bear. 
Il'e end with a few Sumwwary Hints of what we have diſcourſed at 
Large, and laying in all Humility both my ſelf and theſe reflections, 
as well at his Majeſties as at his Great Councilli Feet, I begg of them 
to take into their Serious conſiderations. 


I. The Natural ſolid Greatneſs of the French Monarcby. 
F* 2. Their Ambitious and aſpiring thoughts in all ages with the conſe- 
querces of the ſame. 

3. The great Encreaſe ef their power under their Preſent King , both 
by Sea ana Land. 

4. How farr it war, nt long ſince, thought fit to ftop their Progreſs ; 
And what ſtop: were made in Order to it, at well & the zeal, with which 
it Was carried on. 

5. Thi carriage of the preſent French Conrt, aud how they have dealt 
with woſt Princes of Euro. 

: 6. Hew 
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6. How kindly they have uſid both hit Majih1.bp particular 1; aud tha 
hole Nation. 

7. How true they have been to their word, and to their reiterated pro- 
wiſes and ot her Engagements. 

8. How faithfully they kave performed Articles hitherto. And what 
ſecurity we have, then ſhall not be ſtill ready to do worſe. 

9. Theneceſſiry of keeping 4true Ballance between the European Prin- 
car. 
10. How daygerons it is to alter that Ballance, when once ſettled on au 
4 ſellid Baſis, 

11. The dreasful conſequences of the Conqueſt of the United Provinces 
by the French. 

12. Te unpeſſibility ef our Conquering ſbem. 

13. The Imprattiableneſs er diſpropertion of the ſuppoſed ſharing and 
diviſion of their Conntry with the little Advantage and benefit which at the 
beſt would accrew to . | 


14 How Prejadicial amd hariful, would, to the contrary, any poſſi» 
bility and pratticable ſharing prove, the ſame bring in truth no other t han 
an abſolute French Conqueſt tn a diſguiſe, 

15. How deſtructive the preſent Warr muſt needs be in the end, in 
caſe the Dutch ſpall be enabled by the aſſiſtance of their Allies, torecover 
what they have loſt, and to come ont with as confiderable a Fleet as ours. 

16. How conſiderable theſe Allies are aud how much Chriſtian blead 
will be ſhed by our willful adbering to the French. 
17. How nnavoydable a breach with Spayn will be , in caſe we perſiſt 
in our Alliance with France. 

18. And How fatal the conſequences of a Spaniſh Warr. 

19 How much greater the danger will prove if the French be able to 
conquer as well Germany and Spayn & the United Provinces , and that 
wo Confederacie of Princes, how great and how Powerful ſoever be a [ fi 
cient Ballance to their Forces, | 

20. And laſtly, How faithful our Ainifters have diſcharged their 
T raft in theſe great Emergences. How free the) have been from dependances 
„pn Forreig Courts. How far they have been jealous of their repata- 
tion in that particular, What great care they luve had of keeping up the 
Credit and the Reputation of the Triple League, and of their own Maſters 


with 
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with it, Tleir Rachwaraneſt (rot ta ſay worſe) inreareſſivg, os at leaft ; 
declaring non al yoke. gone j the French , 41 well lu. 240% 
himſelf as to lis Swhjefts. Their Induſtriens indeavonrs aud varie 
Stratagems ta engage his Majiſty , and the Nation in this Marr, their 
* as buſinaſs of concernment , And conccaling the moſt Important 
debates and xs "ow his Majeſties yy TI_ Nay their 
keeping it unſoaſonably from bis great Conncil, and putting off their Sef. 
28 they might 25 2 Laſtly the wa A 5 
ben in Holland, avd the care they tosb of the Intereſt beth of England 
and of the Proteſtant Religion. 


Now I call Heaven and Earth to record this day that I have ſet 
before you Life and » Bleſſing and Caring, Therefore 
choco Life that both you Md your Sced way Live. 


